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; i ; yari rrevelutic ., as well as the political prisoners in
TR ’ rker; Azerbaijan The Caucasian Bavarian counter-revelutic ;, as well b tical pr v

ugnodlc.l“l ’;elul: .olz‘a&g&nfrg," Delegate; amii the Ukraine, as Lithuania, the object of its special care. The Vjatka wor‘kus 3re
hi\l;,’::{:) th‘: pn{xr- The Woman Communist. willing to rem't 1,500 gold roubles monthly for the comrades

incarcerated in these prisous, and their relations. 'As a touching
evidence of the readiness 10 help it may be mentioned that the
pupils iu the children's homes have given 3,000 tobacco pouches
gewn by the children {hemselves, and that a handsome banner
has been contributed for the prisoners by workm% women. Many

As a result of this act'vity carried on by the Party nmoufg
the non-partizan masses, there is an increase in the female
membership of the Russian Communist Party. Accord'ng to the
figures of the All-Russian registration for the _I_ear 1022, there
is'a percentage of 18 worcH in the Party. ‘he peopartions! roups of workers have worked on Sundays and holidays, and
numbers of the male dnd gy Clnldi‘;i:l'e: :0& me“;‘ég??{“: g; orwgl?ded the wages derived therefrom to the LR.R.

i to conclu at the " : A )

r ::l‘gmcc:ﬁp.pg:' Ru“embell k::h woi‘l‘le increase in _the immziate luturhe. Busel l;quallyblynlh;;iulgaais \:('):k:r‘s \:(l)‘:‘k pl;a s«;t:&royatn;‘t: ’?fmtl'c:ﬁ
There are 100 men to B women in the Party, but among the ussian repu 'l‘c. hus (Be workers ang DEOT S iocners R
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l i onen i - i the greatest prisons of ltaly. For this purpose they
candidates there are 9 w to 100 men. In the city organiza o g g privons ol L0y e TR B urposs they B8 e
tions there are 100 male members to 10 female, but 14 women to 500 tgo roubles m ly d. ‘.0. O pwoar
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M:‘u;i:n(é‘nhtlmbdland: The Crisis in the French Trade Union
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. undermk'en {o contribute 2% of their earnings to the LR.R. The The Moscow Soviet lor the German Proletariat n the Colonies
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The Russian pl'()lelﬁrian Re“et gc':etnlel ﬁ:)all is do‘:le to prove readiness to help. All this is in ad- yism

Action for the pO“ﬂCﬁl Prisoners dition to the mn;kv letters, frequently from the remotest districts, The White Terror
o

Georges Levy: French Militar'sm
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By Ehrenfried Wagner (Moscow). clgt i s‘ 2tc., for the wivesyaud children of the political prisoners. J. T. Murphy: The British Trade Union Congress The White Guardist Attempt on Comrade Rappoport
q‘he following figures give a general idea of the activity
i Lleta\rial in this relief action; these

The readiness of the Russian proletariat for self-sacrifice : he Russian pro
kuows vo limits. The woﬂl&ers snd 3(53[;:: ;’! b;owe!' R;u:'n‘a g:'seplllhyce dst?zls' reecei‘:':dl hypthe cenu'al| conm}iltes of the LRR
fought and bled in the civil war, and at the iron against the . frat hal | ih of July, 1023:

Whiie Guards of international capitalism. The proletarias dic. ~during the first half of the ““')\:a ) J by et 50 gold roubles
(atorship was won at the cost of an enormous sacrifice of blood. From the gouvernement of Ekaterinenburg 9. g

The Foreign Policy of German Revolution

Vears of suffering and deprivation were needed to establish the .., » " ,» Viatka — » " d C p
ru!ae iiuthe workig clxu.ewBut the heul)es of ‘hﬁ' Russ;‘ary prok;- =" " R ST|verm l:l’%._ ot » an ounlel‘_nevolutlon
{ariat fought steadfastly and tenaciously to achieve their goal, w o» ” » 20— » » )
and held gtheir own azaimt the enemy at home and abroad. . 9 - » ly’:‘rograc‘i‘ Kl)ﬁj() " » Communism and the Nationalist Movement in Germany.
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:ohs“r"' ‘:::' 3‘1“:‘ “::le"g:“gcl'n‘gm:g:r:"“beé?““iuz to bear good 2 gold roubles — about 1 dollar. Germany is af the lowest point of impotence and degra- againsi the Entente. Bul all this is only emply clalier of which
fruif, and Russian economic life is recuperating, the Russian

dation. But that which best characterizes her situation is not
the fact that large tracts of German ferritory are occupied by

French troops, or that a part of the realm is cut off from the the nationalist movement, and Hitler {o an even g

. .y . . - ] r x . 1
yest foreign might; the situation is best characterized by the are mere marionettes pulled by the wires mnip:hfedul:;rﬂ:e t:f;:l
fact that the classes which have hitherto ruled in Germany are and iron kings, and of the German bread profiteers, Even if
nfot capable, and cannot be capable, of uniting Germany, and they succeeded in seizing power a thousand times over, they
° stahvugz Germany from becoming a colony for freign capitalists, ~would be powerless. In war, it is the man who turns out the
o; - e German people from becoming the helots of the bourgeosie grenades in the mynition factory, who stands behind the machine
:u o;?cgn bt:;“llt?em&ir:c'lil:n n:'l j(he d;l\tflelllhm “(u“ whxf'l‘leu fala; gun in lhedﬁeld that glayl the decisive role, and this man's
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the bourgeoisie. Every bourgeois xovemt in Germany since farmined BY St WiEk e Sttt N 10 o

nothing more would be heard ouce these elements succeeded in

proletariat regards it more than ever to be its revolutionary All these figures are eloguent. - (Clearly and dislmdl{wﬂw seizing’ the reins of government; for Ludendorif, the leader of

i i call forth into the dungeons of the bour-
duty to help and support its weslern comrades. R::.;‘i‘:': f‘i‘;‘““l‘:“ S rair, comrades, Sovietg Russia_remains &
The measure of this readiness fo help on the part of the firm rock in the midst of the wild eddy of international reac-
Russian workers is shown with admirable clearness in a re rt  tion!” The Russian people are open-handed and generous
on the act'vity of the * International Red Relief ” (LR.R.). re  wherever there are tears 10 dry and wounds 10 heal. No .

is scarcely a_gouverncmeni throughout the vast realm of Russia  knows better than the Russian proletariat what it means to go 10
which does nof contribute its share to the relief action in support  prison for the sake of convictions, . thc
of the victims of the class war in the capitalist stales. An appeal In relailing to our comrades in Western Europ:b -
made by the LR.R. sufficed to bring about the mobilization of  (he enormous help being rendered, it is by no means our ODJECE,

. . s by i that he is fighting for his own iterests, or if he is serving the
all the forces of the workers and peasants of Soviet Russia, 1o awaken the idea that now everything is all right, that the her defeat in the war has a government of capitulation. interests of others. The German-army defeated t ug 0
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| the Russian com- er sums. But they ask one thing. of their comr: % o G ntente, for theirs was a government against the wotking class, own i ( ¥ reconsti ‘()emmay
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owners, bankers, big tradesmen, and
ting of the question involves its denial.
erman people can only unite on the basiz

je with the facto
unkers? The very
e majority of the

of the struggle against want and misery, and more on the
basis of the struggle against the outrageous al injustice,
against the parasites battening on the body of Germany. othing

the profoundest faith in the idea that it is fighting in order
?J' torguf’ize lile on new and beiter foundations wan give the
German {he power fo bear all the unheard of sufierings
which await it, w revolution or counfer revolution i3
victorious. It will bear the sufferings of the revolution, because
the revolution paves (he way to a better future. And therefore
it is absolutely childish when many German nationalists say: You

entlemen from the Communist {ntemahoml are nol going to

ictate fo us what inner we %lnm. the German people
is going to decide on that ngxnﬂf is objection is ridicuious.
The revolution cannot be imported from outside. 1f the German
do not decide for the revolution, nobody can command
mklo have a revolufion, The command is given by a higher
authority than {he Executive of the Communist lniernational.
It is a command coming de profundis, out of the dep
need of the German The German revolufion is the com-
mand issued by German need to the sons of the German people.
1f they heed ihi command, there begins a mew chapter in the
history of Germany. If they do not heed it, then Germany is
erasad from the list of striving peoples for decades; she will be
an object of foreign exploitation and alien .

But what can the German people accomplish by an upri-
2 They are surrounded by enemies; are disarmed. A
people of seventy millions cannot be exterminafed if the great
masses are inpi the wili to defence. France has armics
enough fo enable her fo occupy Germany, but France has neither
the means to feed Germany nor the means {0 mainfain herself
should she seek to solve the unsolvable: the suppression of seventy
million human bcin;i:.“ This is the best chance of the German
revolution; the ho prospects of French policy. The second
chance is the Anglo-French antagonism. The so-ca continental
liticians in Germany are perfectly right when they laugh at the
Rgpe of salvation through England. But the German nationalists
h at ze?yhrd and 'Strewnadnn
for ng that Germany may be sav means of an under-
sunm gith France; for in the first place such an understanding
can only be temporary unless France remains in the Saar district
and ou the Rhine, keeping the Ruhr industry within the range of
French artillery; and in the second place Fngland would reply
counter-mining such an understanding as ~would render
rance the preponderafing continental Still, it would be
Incorrect to assume that the Anglo-French antagonism IS not
an important factor for the Cierman war of emancipation. It
can become this, but ouly on ome condition—that the German
people itself is a factor of power, an active and energefic mass,
wheiher in the form of a mass organized as an army and ready
fo resort to arms, or i the form of a volcano beneath the fect
of the enemy. The Anglo-French antagonism played a leading
rt in overcoming the rule of Napoleon, but only because
harnhorst, Gneisenau, and Bliicher were able fo rely on an
ising nation.

are equally right when they

!
i

g
&

‘weeks ago.
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And the fraternal feelings of Russia towards the German
people are solely the expression of these reciprocal interests, We
must not take if amiss if the German nalionalists ask low Russia
is going to help Germany, and when they point out all the great
difficulties lying in the way of cooperation between the two

_ But the nationalis{s put the question i an incorrect

orm when they speak of guarantees, when they deal with the
question statically and not dynamically. Two couniries in need
cannot reckon in such a way that they asks.what have we today,
and what can we offer one another foday? They must ask one
another: shall we join forces, shall we defend a commion cause?
Once this resolution is formed, everything else is a question of
energy, a question of iron resolution, a question of will in face
of life or death. Then the greal masses decide the great possi-
bilities to be transformed into realities. The Communist Party
of Russia has declared in its public proclamation to the masses
of Germany and Russia that, however much it may have striven
to keep peace, and however much it may strive in the future to
keep it, it is none the less fully determined not to pernut a German
revolution to be throttled by the Entente, and that it will fight
on the side of the German people should the latter freely resolve
fo take this great step. It is not necessary to explain the signi-
fiance of this, and 1 am convinced that there is no politically
serious person in the world who will regard this resolution
lightly. -

The fourth foreign political condition for the victory of the
German revolution is its political effeet in the world. The Entente
will hate it, but will fear it more than it fears present-day
Germany. 1t would be foolish to overestimate the powers
of the Communist Pariies at the present time. The French
C.P. is weak, at this moment it cannot prevent - war.
But the communist movement has greatly increased in
strength in Poland during recent years. One of the
leading Pol'sh political writers, the depuly Grabski, states
this in a few blunt words in the book he Fubhshed a few

In Czecho-Slovakia the majority of the proletariat
is already supporting the C.P., and the German revolution need
not calculate on the forces already existing, but with those
which it itseli will let loose in foreign countries. The German
struggle for emancipation, which will be bound up with the cause
of the emancipation of the German workers, small holders, intel-
legenzia, and peily bourgeoisie, and not with the cause of the
restoration of the Hohenzollerns or with the despotic rule of
Stinnes, will awaken mighty echoes all over the world. No
people makes a revolution out of sympathy for another. Revolu-
tion is not a proclamation of sympathy, it is a life and death
struggle. But in a number of countries events are ripening for
revolution, and in others even the sympathy of the masses of the
people for Germany will play an important part, for the govern-
ments are compelled to reckon with their difficulties today, and
internal difficulties may develop into revolutions by tomorrow.

The German revolution is the first condition, for the eman-
cipation of the German people. How the German people will
emancipate itself, by what means, through what stages, all this
is a question which can only be dealt with hypothetically, but
which should be dealt with none the less.

POLITICS

The Hunger Revolis in Germany
The Vicious Circle of Capitalist Policy.
By Wilhelm Bartz (Berlin).

In Sorau, in Lorrach and in many other places in Ger-

y the armed forces of capital have won bloody victories over
human beings during the last few days. Workmen have

of, women uﬁ' children injured. Tomorrow, the day after,
every following day, these frightful scemes of terror will
ah And they will become more frightful and more
demand an ever increasing number of victims—but
removing a single one of the causes of these bloody

How is it possible for such conditions fo have arisen in
?

M.army, despite the upheaval of 1019, despite its v
of republicanism ..J' despite the participation of the social

crats in the government, is a purely capitalist country,
«ezm regarded from ome point of view
of advantageous or disadvantageous for thesf

giﬁ!

i

. goods unless he *earned # something by it¥
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Versailles, however reluctantly, This entails burdens and obli-
gations which, if actually distributed on * democratic ” principles
in accordance with the capacities of the various sirata of the
population, would endanger the basic principle of capitalist
economics: that is, the profits of the capitalists would be conside-
rubly lessened. Who wou'd care to continue the production of
It was therefore
umperative to discover some other possibility of meefing the
obligations involved by war and peace; a way had to be found of
combining the so-called. policy of fulfillment with the continaed
rroductmu of goods, that is, with the securing of continued pro-
its 1o the capitalists.

And we see that the German post-revolutionary govern-
ments have found excellent recipes for accompl'shing this. The
very idea of laying hands on property, of seizing real values,
would be a mad crime in the eyes of any capitalist, and would
encounter the strongest imagiua{ﬂt resistance. Of course it was
solemnly Jaid down as a principle, that in these times of great
emergen@Pevery German must be prepared to make the greatest
eacrifices, from the capital’st down to the poorest creature; but
in actual pratice th's principle has been altered, and a policy
pursued o{ burdening the non-propertied with all the sacrifices.
Again and again the screw of taxation has been tightened, that
is, the indirect taxes have been tr'pled, quadrupled, and
multiplied. 1Is there any better proof of the assertion that almost
all the burdens are put upon the non-propertied in Germany
than the tax statement issued by the government, a statement
certainly biassed in favor of the capitalists, and yet showing
clearly that the total revenues from income tax in the different
months have been raised to the extent of 62% from the recipients
of wages and salar'es! To this must be added the milliards, or
now 1t is rather billions, from indirect taxation! Every govern-
ment has done its very best to maintain this state of affairs, to
main‘ain it in the interests of capitalist production, and not even
the acute aggravation of the cr'sis_through the Ruhr occupation
could bring about the least thought of a fundamental alteration.

In t?w same manner as it was intended to carry out the
“fulfilment policy” by means of indirect taxation, it was also
aftempted to meet the financial emergencies created by the Rubr
occupation by means of fresh burdens on the non-propertied.
The banknote printing press, which had already been working
at high pressure, amehosc sreat activily had already reduced
the mark to a small fracticn oi“i!s prewar value, was sef working
harder than ever, threw out billions and billions of valueless
notes, attaining thereby by no means the financiug of the Ruhr
struggle, but an even greater impover shment of the broad
masses of the people on the one hand, and a senscless enrichment
of the capitalists on the other. Whilst the recipients of wages
and salaries were fobbed off with the enormously depreciated
paper marks, the capitalists employed the Ruhr credits placed
at their disposal by the Reichsbank for the purpose of throwing
this precent of milliards upon the money marﬁet. and thereb
deal'ng the final blow to the “value” of the mark. The mar
lost all significance as the measure of value. The foreign bill
became the trump card. The cry for gold prices was raised.

In the midst of this situation came the change of govern-
ment, caused beyond all doubt by the united will of the prole-
tariat, The government of the “strong” mien took the reins.
Stresemann spoke repeatedly of the necessity of mobilizing even
capital, Hilferd’'ng hinted at “drastic” measures, and presented
a bill of direct faxation to capital. Several billions of marks
in taxes were 1o be raised within a comparatively short time,
the foreign bills seized, the hopelessly depreciated mark stabilized.
But Hillerd'ug’s hopes were shattered by the necessity of main-
taining the capitalist form of economy. That which was hailed
by the social democratic press when the decision was reached,
and designaed as the first decisive step foward the restoration
of “sound” financial conditions—th's turned out, as it was bound
10 do, to be a fresh and great piece of deception ractised on
the proletariat. The billions of new taxes were indeed decided
upon with the approval of all the bourgeois parties, but the
bourgeoisie has paid nothing, or at least only a small_fraction
of the sums whch it declared itself ready to pay. In order
10 avoid the payment of taxes, it hea new mountains of
marks upon the money markei, and drove the dollar to the
dizzy height of 150 to million marks. Not one of the siron
men of the government ventured fo put a stop fo the rise o
the dollar, not one found the strength to collect the taxes decreed
to_their full value, and, despite the appointment of a ‘“‘com-
missary for foreign bills”, not one of these people thinks of
mzmﬁ the foreign bills where they really exist in sufficient
quantities to afford at least some alfleviation. Not one of these
men of sirong rhrueo! has found sirength enough to fake
up arms against the com; impoverishment of wide circles of
the German people!

Whilst the capitalists have been converting their paper
marks into foreign bills, whist they have been demanding gold
mark prices for their products, the recipients of wages and
salaries have found their scanty wages melling away in their
hands. Besides the tremendous burdens already imposed upon
them, they now found themselves burdened with a fresh
sacrifice involved in the depreciation of the mark, the inflation
tax. The wild chase of the capitalists after the gold mark prices
thrust these fresh burdens upon the shoulders of the workers.
It was not only that prices rose constantly at a rate bearing no
relation to the paper mark wages, but the gold mark prices
acluullry introduced caused a stagnation of export and resultant
unemployment. The same effect was produced by the factory
fax decreed by the Great Coalition, by which the employers were
to be obliged to pay an amount exceeding several times the sum
paid in taxes by the workers employed in the factory. The
capitalists capable of destroying the effectiveness of the other
taxation decrees were not at a loss for means to sabotage this
factory tax, and employed it as a fresh scourge for the workin
class, simply throwing the workers info the street. Whole
underfakings were closed down, or their output greatly
diminished. The burdens to be borne by capital were thus again
transferred twofold and threefold to the non-propertied class,
Ounce again the rich have become richer, the poor poorer.

The wages of the German workers are so low that they
bear no comparison whatever with the wages of any other
couniry. In Berlin, the highest wages paid in the week from
Septemiber 10. to 17. in the printing trade were 10 to 110 million
paper marks, the rate of exchange of the dollar being over
100 millions .and socalled gold prices being calculated. Thus
the workers received scarcely a Jullar a week! Even the most
incarnate enemy of the worker must recognize that nobody can
exist on this. But the workers must and will exist. And if the
posit'on of the employed worker is so wreiched, what about the
vast army of the unemployed? Is it hard to understand that
they express their indignation in actions which cannot bring any
permanent relief from their uuhappy situation? Thus it comes
about that the inability of the present rulers to make any inroads
on capital is the d'rect cause of the hunger revolts which we
have now cx‘)erienced in Sorau and other parts of Germany,
and which will continue to occur in even acuter forms, In these
struggles the government, in which the social democrats wield
an overwhelming influence, takes sides against the starving, and
mobilizes the armed forces of capital, This government cannot
do anything else. On the contrary: if it wants to maintain its
position, 1f it wants to gain the complete confidence of the
capitalists, if it wants to fulfil its task of saving capitalism
from Bolshevism, it will find itself forced to take even more
drastic measures aga‘nst—the working elass.

The Minister for Finance of the Great Coalition, Herr
Rudolf Hilferding, announced drastic measures against capital.
However inadequate these measures were, the atempt {o execufe
them was frustrated by the capitalist system which they were
intended to surport and strengthen. The measures taken by the
present government have proved as powerless as all others to
unravel the tangled knot, and they will not unravel it, for the
moment of execution of really effective measures would be a
moment of danger to the existence of capital, And this the
capifalists, as we have seen, will not suffer. They cling despe-
rately to their possessions, and resort to every possible means
to maintain their position. It is clear that nothing but the united
will of the workers themselves can find and apply the means
assuring the solution of the great problems of the present da)l'_—'
the solution which means the breaking down of the carltn ist
barriers which lie between them and a betterment of their
sifuation. Short of this, the attempt of Herren Ebert and Hilfer-
ding at restoration is turning in a vicious circle.

The Ruhr Miners and Passive
Resistance
By Peter Maslovski (Essen).

The passive resistance proclaimed at the time by the Cu% ’

government and {aken up by the German bourgeoisie with great
external show of “national enthusiasm”, was doomed to failure
from the beginuing, ]
resistance against an imperialism armed to the teeth can only
constitute a heroic attitude without any real significance, the

good men of business to
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itung, but from the very beginning this passive resistance only
f:in‘mdwith tbdrwi&hnhrnﬁ‘dwmmmar
chances of profit making, and as long as they were able to thrust
all burdens which might arise en to the broad and patient
choulders of the German prolefariat, above all of the Rubr
mining proletariat. )

The coal barons took their passive resistance so “seriously”
that they entered into severest conflict with the miners, and
deliberately permitted the enormous quantities of coal and coke
lying at the pit heads, which the workers had demanded should
be distributed among the invalids, widows, pensioners, and
public institutions to fall into the hands of Poincaré. And why
should they not do so? The country would reimburse the
colliery owners in good hard coin for the coal confiscated! The
fact that the Ruhr miners were at the same time robbed of the
coal which they had for centuries received as payment in kind,
that the workers who nduall;rbrought the black diamonds to the
light of day had not even a fragment of coal at home wherewith
1o cook their dinner—well, this was a “national sacrifice”. The
government took no serious steps whatever to ensure the
miners the share of coal forming part of their wages. Although
‘the coal excavated has not been up to the normal quantity
during the months of occupation, the colliery owners have, on
the other hand, had the pits thoroughly re-equipped. All the work
so urgently required for ihe proper development of the collieries,
which had been neglected during the hurried production durin
and after the war,in: now been carrieg out—at the expense 0
the country. The milliards thus expended are conceal behind
the harmléss title of “compensation for unproductively expended
wages”. The further milliards which have disappeared without
possibility ei control into the jaws of the Rhenish-Westphalian
mining industry shark under the modest names of “credit relief’

or “Ruhr relief”, have not by any means been used for inﬁ the
minzrs a decently human wage, but for the _r?ose of endlessly
reducing the value of the mark and thus driving the working

pleinto unheard of poverty and misery, It is common know-
r:doge that the fall of the mark is manipulated from the Ruhr
district, the district least under the control of the government.
The great industrial heroes of passive resistance against Poin-
caré have thus been very active exploiters of the working people.
And what has become of the Ruhr relief collected for the
pitmen of the Ruhr? 1t is a fact that no other category of
workers has had their wages reduced to such an extent as the
Ruhr miners, In some places even the unemployed, whose dole is
indeed a starvation one, received more in the form of unemployed
benefit at the beginning of September than the pitmen rceived in
wages. Nor is this all: because the great mass of the miners
refuse to sei everything in perfect order for Poincaré in the mines,
because they will not even supply enormous quantities of coal to
French imperialismn, because, in a word, they are taking the idea
of passive resistance seriously, the colliery owners refuse to pay
out even the miserable wages due, lock out whole pits, and even
Ire't some of the m;n:en I:l:one W.h‘}hus, for xg:;m::;e. th{
agenbeck pit, where managers already pi
fetched up and the pumps sto would have been

if the workers, ees, and officials had not combined

to save this valuable national property.
actually ordered passive resistance, sides entirely with the mine
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the German miniu¥l barons and French imperialists at the pr
juncture. The highest ible output is also a matter of grea
imporfance to the French generals acting for Louch

eider-Creusot, and de Wendel. This is becoming iradua:!
clearer to the masses of the Ruhr proletariat, thanks to the obj
lesson of the passive resistance,
inued through are as follows: So long as the pitmen are striking
or arrested directors, they are national heroes. When th
carry on mighty wafe struggles for a larger morsel of br
they are traitors {o their country. And yet the “patriots” of the
fype of the governmental president Lutierbeck applied to the
“hereditary enemy” with the request that French bayoneis be
lent to the German authorities for quelling the “rioters”. And
now that the miners really attempt to carry through the passive
resistance, even against the will of a great industry traitorous te
its country, they are flung on to the street—and the safety police
newly sanctioned by the French generals, combin ith the
French machine guns to feed the starving ‘“nation¥T heroes”
with bullets.

And when the Stinues press, despite all these facts, actually
spreads abroad the lie that the mineys are going over to Poin-
caré in crowds, it is surely the height of impudence, for the
object of the calumny is too transparent. The miners are to be
driven by despair and starvation into taking the first n/{irial
step towards tK: French coal syndicate, so that the mining lords
may afterwards have a scape-goat to exonerate them from
responsibility for the long arranged union with the French capi-
talists at the expense of the proletariat. So far as we have -
formation up to now, some few confused syndicalists have applied
to the French coal syndicate and begged for aid against the
brutal measures of ithe German colliery owners, as well as for
supplies of food for the starving. But their confidence was
speedily shattered. They were told: “First work hard for four
weeks then you can come back and see if we have bread for you!”
Thus the German mining lords and the French generals are
unequivocally demanding one and the same thing: Unqualiiied
abandoument of passive resistance, complete submission of the
workers, and resumption of full production! And when we hear
further that one of the main conditions laid down by the French
imperialists was the immediate disbanding of the factory councils
in the mines working for the French coal syndicate, then it i#
clear to everycne that the French rulers—and here they are
again perfectly at one with the German mining lords—are
simultaneously aiming at abolishing even the paltry revolutionary
rights of the 9. Novmber. The same object is pursued by a
decree issuednz the French authorities, according to which the
allied coal syndicate has resolved to refuse consisteutl(y any per-
mission for the miners to take the customary part of their wages
due in coal, the coal output being so small. )

The Ruhr miners therefore have nothing to expect to their
advantage from either the French generals or the German coal
barons. As soon as these have come to an understanding among
themselves, as we now see is certaiu to be the case, then the
Ruhr proletariat will be confronted by one single reactionary
front, backed up by Freach and German bayonets. Precisely as
the burdens of the lost war, of the shameful treaty of Versailles
and of the general economic ruin, have been thrust entirely upon
the proletariat, and precisely as the German bourgeoisie has
again imposed the costs of the passive resistance and of the
devastation in the ‘Ruhr solely u the proletariat, in the same
manner it is now intended to gur the proletariat with the costs
of the capitu'ation to Poincaré, and with the costs of the Central
European mining trust now to be developed. The miners of the
Ruhr, upon whom the first and heaviest blow will fall, do not
dream of abandoning passive resistance under such circum-
stances. On the uoatnr{; they will increase this resistace to
the point of class war by every means at their disposal,
and their attack wil no longer be directed pre-eminently

ainst French imperialism, but openly against the Franco-
armn coalition of exploiters. Passive resistance—which, from
the very beginning, implied a different thing in the eyes of the
Ruhr miners than in those of the bourgeoisie, though there were
some external poinis of contact—is now being stripped of ite
apparent bourgeois-national coverings, and shows itself in iis
t::mau.mnm.um cies, as a revolutiona
aid

And this is the main point, the point of confact betg

ian struggle of international character, The so
which can be given to the miners of the Ruhr in this severe
lb:glc_}! not “Rubr Relief”, or any other Ruhr swindle for the
i t of the German mining lords, but revolutionary action
the part of the whole Gernman working class, and solidarity
the part of the Freach proletariat.

L

No.G8

he stages of recognition being- -

-

O

No. 62

International Press Correspondence 691

The Moscow Soviet
for the German Prolelariat

On August 28. a joint session was held in Moscow, of the
Jocal Soviet with the trade unions and the representatives of
the Red Army. Following Comrade Radek’s speech on the
situation in Germany, the following resolution was passed:

“The Moscow Soviet of worker’, peasanis’ and soldiers’
delegates, joins with the representatives of the trade unions in
sending greetings to the German working masses fighting for
their emancipation. The Russian workers cannot ook on in-
diiferently at events now occurring in Germany. An enslavemaent
of the German working masses iy the Entente, or the viclory
of Fascism in Gerimmany, would represent an immediate threat
#0 the existence of the {Juion of Soviet Republics. A Germany
under Ludendorff, or a Germany degraded (o a colony exploited
by Parisian financiers, would inevitably form the starting point
for a fresh invasion aiming at the emslavement of the workers
and peasants of Russia. The Moscow Soviet expresses the
thoughts and feelings of all workers when it welcomes the
fight for emancipation being fought by the masses of German
workers, who rise at the decisive moment to fight for the
German people, against the coup d’état of the Whites, and against
}hz attempt to render the great German people the slaves of the

ntente.
) Tre Moscow Soviet observes with joy that the majorily of
German workers decline any coalition with the industrialists and
bankers, and offer fraternal hands to the ruined masses of
peasants and petty bourgeocisie, warning these not to permit
themselves to be utilized as the cannon fodder of counter-
revoluiion by Stinnes and Ludendorif, but to jein forces with the
proletariat, which is not only fighting for its own emancipation,
but  for the emancipation of the whole toiling and suffer-
wig people.

The Moscow Soviet reminds the workers and Red Guards
of Moscow and the proletariat and peasantry of the whole of
Russia, what enoranous sacrifices the German workers incurred
during the struggle against an Entente intervention in Soviet
Russia. The German workers refused to let through the weapons
which the Polish junkers had intended to use for their war
against Soviet Russia. The German workers, although them-
sclves starving, organized collections for tie support of the
starving workers and peasants of Russia. The time has now
come when Soviet Russia, having wen the viciory over famine,
and being now in a position to reconstitute her political economy,
must help the German workers in their arduous fight.

In view of the lockouts instituted by the German capitalisis
for the purpose of provoking bloody conflicts with the workin
masses, the Moscow Soviet calls upon all workers and R
Soldiers of Moscow and of the whole of Russia fo organize
collections for the protection of the German workers from the
threatened starvation. The Moscow Soviet calls upon the workers
of all countries to hold themselves in readiness to strain every
efff{uy( to prevent the Entente powers from interfereing in German
affairs.

The Entente policy is making for war. In the interest
of the millions of workers and peasants of the Soviet republics,
in the interest of peace and of peaceful economic work, the Soviet

overnment must exert every endeavor to prevent the events in

ermany from bringing about a new world war. But however
resclved the Russian workers mary be to pursue a policy of peace,
they are none the less thorougily aware that the victory of the
White counter-revolution in rmany, and the subjugation of
Germany by the bayonets of the Entente, would signify a
giianuc daxazer for the Union of Soviet Republics After having
subjugated Germany, the Entente would convert it into a military
base for the preparation of a fresh invasion into Soviet Russia,
for the purpose of depriving the Russian workers of the factories
again, and for the purpose of imposing cruel taxation on the

asantry, in order that fhe debts incurred by the Czar and the

urgoisic be paid with interest. The Moscow Soviet calls upon
the Soviet government, and upon all the workers of Russia,
to hold themselves in readiness to strengthen the defensive forces
of the couniry, that the Soviet ics may be guarded from the

fresh cruel massacres which, in their madness, are being prepared
by the militarists and capitalists. !

Long live the international solidarity of the prolelariat!

Hands off proletarian Germany!

LonJ live the armed defensive forces of the workers and
peasants of Russia, the guaraniee of the world’s peace!

Lord Curzon's Complaini against
M. Poincaré

By Non diplomatist,

Lord Curzon's note o Poincaré is an enormously lengthy
documeni. To sfudy it properly requires much more time ﬁlau
10 read one ol Shakespeare's finest works, if only for the reason
that it is considerably more tedious. Its main part is a real
work of art.  Alter England has lcoked on at the Ruhr occupation
for seven months, a. ! said nothing to the proceedings of the
French generals there, Lord Curzon now declares that the occu-
pation 1s unlawful. This reminds one of the man who, after
subsequently examiuning the pig he had bought in a poke, refused
to take it because he 3i.l not like the poke. Lord Curzon points
out in his note that there are paragraphs in the Versailles peace
treaty which permit the occupation of certain districts should
Germany fail (0 mee! her obligations. But the Ruhr area is not
among the districts enumerated. Lord Curzon knows beforehand
that Poincaré will reply that Lloyd George, in the name of all
the allies, threatencd Germany with the occupation of the Ruhbr
valley in the year 1021, and that the English troops took part
in the occupation of Diisseldosf, Duisburg, and Ruhrort. Lord
Curzon wards off this reproach by pointing out that these actioins
were undertaken without England’s appealing to the Versaiiles
treaty. But this assertion is not true. Lloyd George declared
on 3. March 1921 that “if Germany does not accept the ultimatum
of the allies on the matier of payment, we shall act as follows,
on the basis of the peace treaty: the allies have resolved to
occupy Duisburg, Rubrort, and Diisseldort on the right bank ol
the Rhine, etc.” Lord Curzon calculates on Poincaré's short
memory. But whatever shortcomings the Parisian Jawyer may
possess, this is certainly not one of them, for he is iucapable
of forgetting even the very amallest trump against his beloved
ally and co-author of the Versailles treaty.

But even if we assume Lord Curzon's theses to be correct,
it goes without saying that England wins nothing by this policy.
Lord Curzon calmly declares: when it was more advantageous
for us, we could threaten Germany with territorial occupation
without referring to the Versailles trealy (that is, by seiting ide~
the Versailles treaty). Territorial occupation, il not based on
any trealy, is an ordinary act of war. But England was one
of the signatories of the constitution of the League of Natious,
and this prohibits acts of war without previous invesligaiion
of the case by the League ol Nations, even when the conflict in
question is between a member of the League of Nations and
a non-member.

We thus sce that Lord Curzon's attempt to use the Ver-
sailles treaty against France recoils upon his own head, for it
applies equally to England, the collaborator in the unhappy
document of Versailles.

If Lord Curzon seriously intended {o continue to proc:ed
against France on these lines, he would be under the obligation
of calling upon the Leaguc of Nations tor its decision, and to
submit the matter to the in.ernational arbitration of The Hague.
And Mr. Keynes, in the London Nation, demands that ihis
should be done; but Lord Curzon’s organ, the Daily Telegraph,
declares that England will not cite her allies L fore anv courf.
It is true that M. Poincaré is a miscreant, but he is like that
miscreant in the Russian story, whom the policeman could not
seize by his collar, for alas! — lie had no collar. Or it may
perhaps be better 1o say of M. Poincaré that he does possese
a collar, but a barbed wire one.

Lord Curzon is periecll{ aware of this. The question is
therefore: What can be the real import of the English note, which
accuses France of the worst crime that one government can
accuse another of—the indictment of undertaking warlike action
in times of peace without first declaring war? This note is a step
towards the moral isolation of France.

Lord Curzon, not being powerful enough to make war
on France, begins 1o exercise a moral pressure upon her. But he
does not rely solely on moral pressure, he aids it by economic
pressure,’ Before the war, the pound sterling cost about 20 francs;
1oday it costs 83.50 French francs or 1 Belgian francs. The
first blow was thus dealt against the weaker opponent, Belgium.
Frlaqce has had to lend 500 million francs for the support of

Belgium,
the value of the franc is a blow

« This attempt at lowerin
against French annvitanis taxpayers. But ig the French

facilitating export. The effect of this material measure
mmm, koo Tafinmmce will Deant e e
French polifics, that ef fhe industrialisis or that of fhe tam
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Aunother aim pursued by the English note is the
Otrm&t:tning of Herr ’s resistance. It need not be
said that tiis manduyre on the part of her English ally is by no
means a mailer of indifference to the French government; but
t that which M. Poincaré has most feard up to now need not be a
bugbear 1o him at present. The new American President
Coolidge, of whom mankind has only known three things up
to now--that he suppressed the policemen’s strike in Boston,
that he has his sons wear very heavy boots, and that he is a

 reficent person—has lately acted contrary to this last trait
of his character and openly proclaimed his pol'cy through Ameri-
can journalisis. He declared that America does not intend to take
an take active part in England’s struﬁsle against France, and
will only take part in the commission which will have to examine
into Germany's paying mpacit*1 if it is called upon to do so
by all the countries interested. Thus, for the time being, England
has to fight alone against her French ally. And this increases
M. Poincarés chances.

The Collapse of the League
of Nations
| ‘By Arthur Rosenberg,

#1f the League of Nations is nof utilized in
a crisis as this, if the nations prefer to go to
rather than avail themselves of the services of the
ue of Nations, then the League of Nations w'll
to be dissolved, and Eu will return to the
of affairs as beiore war, with the old
manceuvres of one power against the other.
have the old policy of international rivalry
itive armaments again, one group of stales
ront another, a f war 'iﬁ be prepared,
end f will be a general outbreak of
the last.”

words en the cris's occasioned
4 tion of Corfu, is Lord
memory. Since the great war commenced

ion of Grey, this worthy statesman has been
the reconciliation of peoples and for love of peace,

and at present is Ilkm himself interesting in England as the
of the so-ca League of Nat'ons idea. The cry of

alarm raised by him on the precarious go‘ition of the League
of Nations was uttered at Falloden on e&emb:r 7. If Lord
were right, then the Corfu affair and the attendant disgrace

of the League of Nations would be the most important political
event since 1919, For the premises spoken of by Cirey ha
fulfilled. TItaly refused to allow the League of Nations to
in her quarrel w'th Greece. Mussolini relied on the
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of Nations, as

of all countries, for those minds who seek any means of escape
from the horrors of a second great war, but cannot persuade
themselves to recognize that the sole way of escape leads through
the extermination of capifalism, The big capitalists kuew from
the commencement how much the League of Nations was worth,
but they know equally well that they require the delusions and
easy credulity of the petty bourgeois soul if they are to wield

er over the peoples, One of these delusions has now been
dispelled, thanks to the events at Corfu and Geneva, 2ad ihis is
in itself a fact not without signifiance. )

The lamentable history of the League of Natious will be
remembered in connection with four geographical names: with
Upper Silesia, the Saar disirict, Vilna, and Corfu. The four
questions bound up with these places may be divided into two
airs: in Upper Silesia and the Saar diswrict, the League of

at'ons was active and energetic, Vilna rendered it ridicnlous,

and at Corfu it perished miserably. It will be recollected that
the verdict of the League of Nations decided the division of
Upper Silesia, thus deciding the fate of one of the most important
industrial districts of Central Europe. The verd'ct was
immediately put into execution, backed up as it was by French
bayonets, The League of Nations rules with equal power in the
Saar district, where it realized a dictatorship of the sword of
unheard of severity, n the name ,of world peace and justice, and
where in the name of the League of Nations, French gendarmes
even imprisoned any person vcnturiuﬁ, to cr.ticize lﬁe League
of Nations. The League of Nations has been powerful up fto
now, for it has acted as the instrument of French imperialism;
for since America disowned Wilson's child, and English policy
has been F:ralysed by the economic circumsfances already
discussed, France has incoufestably held the leadership of the
League of Nations. All the other elements hanging round the
Geneva conferences, the Furopean neutral and border siate
politicians, the representatives of Latin America and Eastern
Asia, all these had no effect on the decisions.
.. .+The Viina aflair turned out very differently fo the Upper
Silesian: In October 1920, the Polish general Zeligovski
occupred Vilna and thus anticipated the decision of the League
of Natious regarding the fate of this town. At that time the
Council of the League of Nations sent a serious warning to
Warsaw, but the Pol'sh polificians consigned ihe note from the
League of Nation 1o ihe waste pacer asket, and the League
of Nations finally declared that Vilna belonged of right to
Poland. This change ‘s easily comprehensible; for French policy
was on the side ol Poland. In the Vilna conflict there was
some success im af least keeping up appearances.

. In the Graeco-lalian conflict, Mussolini was not even
obliging enough to keep up appearances. Under other plitical
conditions, and if the French troops had not been in occupation
of the Ruhr area, the League of Nations would have perhaps
defended ifself energefically against Italy, For French interesis
would not have permitted the Litle Enfente to be threatened by
alian imperialism. And it is clear that the ltal'ua blow dealt
against Greece strikes the Little Enfente at the saue time Eut
during the Rubr conflict,” Poincaré cannot risk a conflict wiih
Haly. Thus the most powerful-force at present exisitg n (ha

ue of Nations is checkmated in the Graeco-Itali'n conilict.
Mussolini would have had nething to fear had tha L:igue of
Nations dealt with the Albanian murder. The Lcapiz of
Nations would doubtless have faken sides with (" -i-unger
parly in the quarrel between Greece and Italy, just as it did
n “quarrel between Poland and L'thuania.

Why them did Mussolini so brutally provoke the League
of Natious, if it could do him no harm? Why did he {ug a
hand-grenade at the unforiunate Geneva donkey, 2.l rip ‘he
poor animal to pieces? The reason of+ Mussclini's enmity
z&nut the Le:fue of Nalm lhl:s_in the soc’al ctl:_?r..c‘,.-r lc.)f

S W incorporat while on the
e} power poraies,

i

the enthus'asm of Lord Grey and Lord Cecil for
the is explicable on the sam: grounds. Fascism, as a
social , represents among other thipgs a revuision on
the part of the petty bourgeoisie aganst the democraiic-pac fist
swindle upon which it has been fed for years. Fascism caunot
recognize the authority of the Lui’ue of Nations, any more than
it can recognize the authority of Parliament, for i doing so it
abandon_its tol ‘cal foundation. The Engish press
LS RE S et b e S
ations wou ve signified a calastro r

talian g:m ’
Those who have been defeated in Geneva are the groups
bourgeoisie who believed that.they could uot caly
the t'on with (heir '}ucﬂist
acute conflicts « \nter

k: wwmwmmm The soriow ex-
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pressed by such papers as the Manchester Guardian at the  pursues the same aims as the recent Greco-Turkish war: {he com»
course taken by the Graeco-Italian conflict is sincere and  peting imperialist powers shed the blood of their vassal peoples!
comprehensible.  But there was still something else which The Moroccan campaign must accordingly be continued

suffered defeat at Gepeva, and that was international reformist
social'sm. Every time the gentlemen of the Second and
‘Amsterdam Internationals found an opportunity to philosophize
on the world's situation. they consoled the masses of the workers
seeking for a means of escape from the present chaos of
('upimhst antagonisms, by the hope of a “democratic develop-
ment” ot the 1eague of Nations. This soap bubble has now
burst. For when a member of the League of Nations bombards
a city belonging to another member, in the midst of peace,
and the League of Nations doss not venture fo interfere, then
the League 's hopelessly dead, though attempis may be made
1o galvanize the corpse for a time. The communists follow
this drama without sorrow, but also withou surprise, for we
are aware that the futile measures which dying capitalism
has recourse tfo in a last effort at self-preservation will all
share this same fate

The Mililary Diciatorship in Spain
By R. Albert,

In Furope we are now experiencing the rule of reactionary
dictatorship without the thinnest veneer of democracy. On Sep-
tember 13, it pleased General Primo di Rivera, the Captain-
General of Darcelona, to dismiss the liberal ministry of
Alhucemas and the Madnd parliamen(, and to throw the docu-
ment designated the “constitution of the Kingdom of Spain”
ino the waste paper basket. The coup d’état of Barcelona
signilies the end of a six years' siruggle for power. The military
* Juntas”, first formed in 1917 and since supposed to have been
disbanded, have now gained absolute power.

Spain, in a state of economic decay, can offer the sons of
ifs aristocracy and of iis middle class 1o betier career than the
army. Spaia bas almost 25,000 officers to support. Apari from
unhappy Morocco it possesses no colonies where it can find any-
thing for the army 1o do. Badly paid, and leading tedious lives,
the Spanish officers have formed associations for the protection
of their interests, permeated with caste feeling: the Juntas. As
these have been the sole really well organized force in the midst
of general disintegration, all attempts of conservative and liberal
ministries at their disbandment have proved equally unsuccessful.
Last year the conservative minisiry u‘ Sauchez Guerra was over-
thrown Lecause it attempted to dissolve the Juntas.

Four facts determiue the policy of Spain: 1. the deficii;
2, the Moroccan defeat; 3, the suppression of the working class;
4 the impending end of the monarchy. The dificit is enormous,
and increases annually, In 102021 it ampunted to 872 million
pesetas, and in 1921-22 to | milliard. The deficit is to be chiefly
explained by the incredible deceptions practised in connection
with the war in Morocco.

Severe fighting has been going on in Spanish Morocco
since 1909, with a few intermissions only. For years Spain has
been keeping 150,000 soldiers on a small fract of ferritory, and
has suffered frequent defeat. It is a humiliating and unluppg
campaign, Thé Spanish had to negotiate for months wit
Abd-cl-Krim~for the purchase of the release of thousands of
prisoners. No one cau foresee the end of the adveniure. The
obstinacy with which Spain carries on the war in Morocco is in-
comprehensible. For Spanish Morocco is no source of profit to
the mother country. On the contrary, it cosis enormous quanti-
ties of money and blood. Besides this, the Moorish war is the
cause of a constant revolutionary fermentation. This was the
cause of the rising in Barcelona in 1909, with its affermaih of the
judicial murder of Ferrer. How are we to explain this enormous
waste of blood and energy and what is the meaning of the in-
vincibility of the Moors, who are defending a small territory
bounded by the sea and by French Morocco?
talents of Abd-el-Krim, and the fanaticism of his “Harkas” for
the holy war are not sufficient to explain the power of resistance
shown, Where does Abd-el-Krim gbum his weapons? Many of
them he takes from his enemiies. *But besides this the Madrid
newspapers report an extensive smugglng of arms across the
frontiers of French Morocco, i

What ‘gmt Euro

tain a strategi on , Opposif
Gibraltar? i‘l’: mt other great power it tocils mta«i
1o oppose the first at precisely this point? ing the whole
course of the ninefeenth century since the time of the Napoleonic

The military

n r finds il to its interest to main-
o‘ the highest ,

because “higher” interests demand it. But the Spanish people
do not want to fight on aimlessly and endlessly. Lvery con-
tingent of reinforcements despatched to Melilla is accompanied
by a wave of {)rulesi throughout the country, and the troops only
go on board the ships under the pressure of couris martial. As
recently as August 25. there was a bloody military mutiny in
Malaga, and similar occurrences have faken place in Seville and
Granada. The Moorish war thus finds its complement in the
interior of the country in the suppression of the labor movement.

In the year 1017, the year in.which the Juntas came info
being, the Spanish labor movement also made rapid strides
forward, assisted by the fourishing condition of industry resul-
tant on the war. The uprisings in Barcelona and Valencia
showed the proletariat to be very revolutionary, but distinctly
anarchist, and lacking in any definite organization, clearly defined
Brugram. or correct couception of revolutionary policy. A year

ter mighty strikes showed (he Catalonian capitalists the actual
character of the class adversaries against whom they had to fight.
At the end of 1919 the General Labor Union counted almost a
million members, despite its brief existence. This proletariat
fought against the emoloying class according to the old anarchist
methods, with the aid of terrorism. After the Catalonian bours
coisie had recovered from its first fright, a period of White
error began in November, 1919, lastiug until 1922, The pro-
fessional assassins of the so-called free trade unions murdered
more than 400 workers in Catalonia. The governor of Barce-
lona, Martinez Anido, had thousands of workers imprisoned.
Various descriptions of reactionary bands, Somates, etc,, ruled
ia the streets with the cooperation of the police. At the same time
that the anarchist proletariat of Catalonia was being persecuted
by murder, torture, and prison, great strikes were going on in
the mining districts of the Asturias, where socialist influence
predominates.  These sirikes were betrayed by the reformist
caders, and ended in defeat. The socialist party, as weli ¢s the
General Labor Union, have preserved silence about. the shameiul
murders of the revolutionaries in Barcelona. ln order (o prevent
any awakening of class cousciousness among the miners oi the
Asturias, the reformist leaders excluded the communists from
the {rade unmions. And when the White Terror had come to an
end, the enarchist leaders in Barcelona began, on their part, a
Ero,rmg:mdn offensive against the communists and the Russran
evolution! .

This was the situation in Spain before the dictatorship

was set up: a monarchy devoid of all prestige; two political '

riies, conservative and liberal, both represemmi agrarian
inlerests, pursuing practically the same politics and only differing
in personal antagonisms; a great clerical power lmoag_lh A
rural and petty bourgeois masscs; heavy pressure of faxation; sy
a proletariat vanquishcd by White Terror, betrayed by the re- i
formists, and split up by the anarchists who will not learn any-
thing from the Russian Revolution; a young and cou , but
still inexperienced Cummunist Party; a well orgamzed and
numerous oificers’ caste possessing simultaneous connections with
the reactionary landowners, with the industrialists, and the
middle class influenced by the Fascist example; and con-
tinuation of the war. These premises give in themselves the solu-
tion of the problem.

The problem might have had another solution if the pro-
sals made at the beginning of this year by our comr: had
g:en adopted, and a united front of all revolutionary workers
fermed. But, 2s 1t was, the impetence and disunity of the working
class gave the viclory to the reaction. Today, four generals are
ruling Spaimn, regardiess of the constitution. Martinez Anido,
executioner of the workers, refurns to Barcelona; the press
fending to the Left is ceusored before publication. The
dictatorship ot the big landowners and indusirialists will deve-
lepe with increased ruthlessness in the form of a military dicta-
torship. 'The Spanish proletariat, which has already passsd
through so many f{rials, will receive many fresh and severe blows,
but the military dictatorship will neit! save the degenerate
dynasty nor remove the deficit; nor will it be able to solve the .
problem of Morocco, for there is no Spanish solution to this =~
problem. The dictatorship will not be
consciousness of the workers, Reaction can not create an
new, all it can do is fo impose endless mﬂ:g'nﬂ on ‘the

and retard the inevitable success of the rev
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Th ufi casi ic, and when this fell to pieces in
€ Process of Dissolution Iﬂﬁxaﬁ?’m‘r r?x)n‘:\l:l:;yu:na.ti‘;nal policy, they p;)roclaimefjon tsl;
in Gcor‘hn Menshevism independent Georgian republic. Their idea was (o bury them-
: selves in Georgia against the October revolution, and againss
Seiract from ‘hﬁ‘ held by comrade Martinov belore the g, i Russia, until—as they ! —the approaching downfall
oscow Party Fuacliomaries. of the Soviet power which they iated should have been accom.

(Conclusion.) plished.

& i o And how have they managed the government meanwhile?
It is known to you, comrades, that Menshevism is every. \whirei in Russia the Bolshevists were realizing the dictatorship
where in a state of disintegration. But in Oeorgia, this process i w0 broletariat amid the flames of civil war, the Georgian
of dissolution takes a peculiar form: here tﬁtu( masses suddealy  pMoichevists were trying to establish parliamentary democracy
b"‘“ to leave the Menshevist party, so that by wow no one i " Georgia, The CGeorgian Menshevist government promised
left in it except a few ﬁf"y bourgeos intelligenzia. In order o oi. e Georgian people political freedom—thus differing
fo grasp the causes of this catastrophe, we must form a clear ¢ 00 ihe “ barbarians in the North”—; {o carry on a peacei
idea of what has been geing on in Georgia, of what the  jo.eivy policy, and at the same time to preserve the strictest
Georgian Menshevists were and what they are today. neutrality and the independence of the Georgian republic; and
At one time the Georgian Menshevists represented the finally to develop a democratic social policy within the country
best and most revolutionary section of the Menshevist rarty. itself. Let us see if it has really carried out these promises,
today #hey are ils worst troops. The leaders of the and if it could have carried them out at a time when violent

; Menshevisfs have trodden their old revolutionary laurels in  baitles were raging all around between proletarian revolutisa
& the dirt. And the masses, retained up to now by the glamour and bourgeois counter-revolution.
of the now faded glories of the pary, have at last recognized Let us begin with political freedom. At a time when the

that they are on the verge of a precipice. Their faith once lost, press still enjoyed a cerfain degree of liberty in Soviet Russia,
these masses comumenced their wholesole flight from the party. the Menshevists i Georgia, in February 1918, prohibited all
I repeat that the Georgian Menshevists were the best section of  Bolshevist newspapers. In little Georgia there were more tham
the Menshevist party. They differed from the Russian 000 comununists in prison, etc. The *‘democratic” Georgian
Menshevists in that they never declined to take part in armed  Menshevists began to coKy the dictatorial methods of the Bolshe

actions and risings. y were invariably excellent fighters. vists only with the slight difference that their dictatorship wae
In one point only “‘ﬂl adhered fixedly fo their doctrinaire not directed against the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie, but
g standpoint: in their judgment on the essential character of the against the workers and peasants holding revolutionary views.
Russian revolution. In this respect they shared Plechanov’s Tiey even had their Tchekas, designated * special departments *

) conviction that the Russian revoluton has been a purely fo avoid being confused with the Bolshevist Tchekas.

' bourgeois revolution. And this is not {o be wondered at. In And now let us see in how far the Menshevist government
Ceorgia, capitalism was much less developed than in Great preserved the independence of the Georgian republic, and * strict

' Russia. The proletariat there was far fewer in numbers, while neutrality” in regard to civil war raging in Russia.
there was no bourgeoisie there, not even a big commercial The conclusion of the *treacherous and contemptible ™
bourgeo'sie (in gia the Armenians played the role of the Brest-Litovsk ce, which allotted Batum, Kars, and Ardagan
great commercial bou:lgeome). Taken as a whole, Georgia to Turkey, afforded the formal motive for the founding of am
was a semi-patriarchal peasant country, and until recently  independent Transcaucasian republic. The Georgian Menshe-
there were many more relics of feudalism to be found there vists declared the Brest Litovsk peace to be invalid with respect
than in Russia. It is therefore no matier of wonder that the to the Transcaucasian republic, maintaining that the Bolshevisis
Russian revolution, seen through Georgian spectacles, appeared had disbanded the constitutional assemblies and thus forfeited
1o be a purely bourgeois revolution, directed exclusively against the right to speak in the name of Transcaucasia. The Turkish
ieudalism, against the nobility and the Czarist officials. delegates replied with fine irony: * After the fall of the Lvov-

§ The political tactics pursued ':Ia\m Georgian Menshevists - Kerensky government, which took over power as a result of a
H have, Iu_»wmr, scarcely been dependent on th's opinion; whilst revolutionary movement, its ce was taken by the government
in Russia the Menshevists sought to come fo an understanding led by Lenin by virtue of fact and of right. As regards the

3 everywhere with the cadets, with the liberal bourgeoisie, the dissolving of the comstitutional assemblies under circumstances
! Georgimn Menshevisis have not been able to adopt this line of sufficienily known fo the whole world, this can only be regarded
: tactics, for in Georgia there was scarcely any liberal bourgeoisie 28 & more or less inleresting event, and as an additional proof
lo be found. During the first revolution they took the same of the power of this government” The Turks demanded the
course of action as the Boishevists, and sought support among  evacualion of the territory promised to them, and sent am
the peasantry. Consequently, their revolutionary work durin ultimatum fo the Georgian government. The Menshevists first
the epoch of the first revolution in Georgia di but lift atl i resistance, but when the Turks began the attack, the
from the policy of the Bolshevists. It was only in regard to Menshevist anger melted away, and they signed the * traitorous ”
All-Russian mﬁms that the differences of opinion between the Brest peace treaty. The first pretext for the scparation of
i iwo parlies became cqmnamu. This is the reason why the (Oeorgia was thus done away with. Another had to be looked for.
{ ] ists in Georgia have been able fo retain revolutionar In a circular issued by the Transcaucasian government om
leadership almost up to now, for it is only now that the masses April 10. 1918 we may read: “ We are prepared o conclude
g of workers and peasanis have aw to the fact that peace and friendship even with Turkey which has just pillalged
i Menshevist party has since changed from a revolutionary US, or even with the devil himself, in order to protect ourselves
8 party into a counter- tionary one. from the anarchy approaching from the North (that is, from
: This degeneration of Georgian Meushevisin began during  Proletarian revo txouz..: The Turks began to attack West

; the great war. Even at that time the leaders of the Georgian Georgia, in spite of the great concessions made to them. The
party abandoned revolutionary Jpo-‘ﬁou. The founder and SOvernment applied to German imperialism for its intervention,
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: o’ . - : to that same imperialism against which h t shortl

5, “‘“‘* of the PArY, Jeniveia who for many years iefore declared baitle to I At win

t ved the In . the spiri ﬁ“‘;‘"'" that they should undertake to relcase the landowners who had

}t betra like P : - m‘m" to the victorious Dcent arrested, and should provide for “the bettering of the

: . N ﬁmmm preach m not comprehend {his  POSition of the one-time nobility " (as may be read in a reply
of o‘“lh'wmmh very reluctantly. Their sent by the minister Ramiwhvi{i to a German general).

d""‘“. o at first Jordania was not permi : A the defeat of Germany, the Menshevist government

. on the war in the Georgian party “Of'ﬁ“-m”ﬂdy}oundemhmyburduiuorderto
mmhﬁtﬂaw.‘m i save itself from Bolshevist “ anarchy ”, entered the service of
: lg‘ the Om the Entente. In what manner it kg:’.toweg to the Entente may

C TR

: be seen from the urgent ram in which the representative
was, suppressed. of the Menshevist government, Topuridze, reported on his consul-
lt:'lt';dluu m‘:hlb dnm T - . R e bo;emmm
b nq il b minister of war. Here we read for instarce: “ In the course of
chum-il-..,“‘ R Wdh various conversations, the question of working wage and
Yom -whng conditions was also touched u and attention was
atlacked g et called fo the abnormally high w. 1 ied that the govern-
, o g ' meut and the majority lhimsworhnﬁllymgum'
hm m-:(mamm.. thntthegw«nqutu':

revolution, ~m‘ Mﬂ ddnu_ necessary create more favorable conditions
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You see, comrades, that the Georgian Menshevists pro- It is further an inconfestable fact that the Oeorgian peasanis
wmised the Germans that they would provide for the nobility, now that the Bolshevisis had arrived, for the first time obfain
and the English and “Americans that they would improve the actual possesion of land and not merely on paper; and the
situation of capital! w'ox}"lft‘rs r’ece“le? lltx}e eight hour'da A ([iut vg:mt w:;l:noieut :Ltt

“j nishing of all to the masses of the Georgian people, '
nmtraﬁ?t&?rgﬁl:egézugl‘;‘agm 2;:“ bm(eydie:n geeggns:d:x;l w‘;‘l‘l‘, of the many slanders they had heard, was the omlous fact that
and these they obediently carried out. On April 8, 1919 forty- the Soviet power began at once to provide for the economic and

" ists, * i ¥ from  cultural reconstruction of Georgia, | saw bridges being rebuilt
m: VL:: me;u‘:lc‘:t of ng:mm:’ "ﬁ:‘ ’..a:lfuls:;lf.’ rc(‘;le'o:g‘: ‘,’]h"l%; J:?e which had had been blown up by the Menshevist during retreat,

‘arrested, the men maltreated and handed over to Denikin's I saw the railway being constructed in Osurget, the plan-

where the majority of th ere of course shot. In a tations at Tschagve; 1 witnessed the work being ca.rnefl on
mtyt;unication sent b]y rﬂ‘;{r (ifeor;i‘:lu wminis(l,:r for si‘(:;r:igu affairs  in the manganese ore mines, and the manganese ore being laden
to an English general, on the 25(h February 1919, we read: into foreign steamers. I also saw new ’electrncal plant, well-
“Your Excellency. In reply to your letier No. 99/9 we have the equipped rest homes for workers, children’s homes, etc,
honor to inform you that the Georgian government had already There is no doubt whatever but that the sharp contrast
on the 15th February issued a decree prohibiting the Bolsheviki  between Georgia’s present situation and its situation under
from being permitted to cross the frontier.”” It was in this way  Menshevisi rule has brought about a complete change of feeling
that the Georgian Menstevist government proceeded against among the masses of Georgian workers and peasants, for these
the Bolshevist refugees. But when the position \as reversed, have now been convinced by actual experience that the Georgian
when the Bolshevists began to pursue Denikin's followers, then  Menshevists, who once possessed their unlimited confidence, have
the Menshevist government hospitably accommodated the whole suu{)ly fooled them. spite all traditions, they turned their
of the right wing of the defeated Denikin army in Georgia, backs on Menshevism, and but a shsht push was required {o
and not only failed to disarm and intern them as required b set the avalanche rolling. The exodus from the Menshevist party
the Hague convention, but facilitated their ioining“\l/range has assumed catastrophal dimensions during the last few monts,
During the whole of 1920 the counter-revolutionary staffs of the and I have gained the impression that in the near future, this
Petlura and other bands were active on Georgian terrifory, party will be nothing but a memory.

These and many similar cases (comrade Martinov recounts
a large number of similar violations of neutrality in favor of the
White Guards. Ed.) characterize the ioreign licy of the

Georgian government, But all these deeds t‘me before the French Militarism
shameful crime commitied immediately before the overthrow of G 'y Pari
the Menshevist government. These Menshevisis who were se By Georges Lévy (Paris).

indignant at the Bolshevists for signing the Brest peace treaty,
themselves called the Turks to Batum before their flight, in
order that they might gain an ally against the Soviet power,

On July 7, 1923, the American daily, the Washington
Post, wrote as follows:

and that they might render flunkey service to French impe- ““ The l;rexfch ,ng""‘:dlm' '.'l‘.i :?3'2“‘2'1“"?:“38:'"5 \
rialism, which was at that time exerting every endeavor o incite land and air forces is avowedly miliarist. As 000
Kemal Pasta and Moscow against on¢ another. fact, it requires the maintenance of an army of over 500, i

men, and an increase of the air forces which represents an

The internal policy pursued by the Menshevist government actisal threat. . .

has been quite on a par with its foreign policy. As we have

already seen, the government preaches self restraint to the “The French program of reorganization is a subject
workers, but not self-restraint when it comes to a question of of serious alarm to the whole world. At the u_med‘tl’!ue it
work: in mo place has the eight hour day been mtroduced. signifies a real danger and a threat lo France itsell.

The communists have been persecuted, arresied, efc. In face of this, M. Poincarés declaration, and the asser-

tions of bought newspapers, that France is not militarist, will

The peasants have suffered still more. A feeble measure 1" b gple 1o deceive over-credulous readers, or those who

on land reform was passed, but even this was not carried out. simply do not want to see the truth.

The results of this policy have been continual insurrections at time the Freach arm sesses 020
among the peasantry during the whole period of Menshevist rule. soldier:t %hifes[;rtersgu;mstaree distributed as Iol(owpl:):a in the i?lg'rior

The national question of Georgia was also “solved” in  of Fragce 401,391; in Algiers, Tunis, and China 67,980; in !
a similar spirit. The principles underlying the national program  Morocco 85,699; in the Saar district 5796; in the Rllineinnd
were explained by Jordania in parliament, where, in February — 93339; iy Coustantinople 8,000; in the Levant 35000; and in
1018, he declared that the Georgian government was prepared 10 yarioys missions (plebiscite  countries, control  commis-
grant the Georgian border peoples automony, preserving at the  ginns eic) 815,
same fime the “ strategic, historical, and economic unity of " At the present time France possesses the largest army in
Georgia ”. The manner of application of this very indefinite  (ha world in proportion {o its population. And yet the words of ]
formula by the Menshevists may be seen from the fact that, o renort made by Fabry on the law dealing with the training i
as early as 5 months after the collapse of the Transcaucasian  ,i'siaifs and troops seem to indicate that even this mighty army v['
republic, a war unheard of in the history of Transcaucasia broke i jicufficient for the preservation of peace. For he writes:
out between the Armenians and Georgians on account of a

i i ¢ i hich we |
small tract of land. And this was not the first and last war; ‘We are preparing an army for the war w ¥
i Menshevists i i been are anxious fo avoid. We hope that our powers will suffice i
?:::?enafu::e;:rlga:ei i'é'im 't;‘xeﬂl:‘n‘ri;:so::il “n:l:ieor:alhti.ess. :g paralyse all attemps at war, and, if need be, to crush ,
A M Fhd em. ” !
Georgi‘a” eh.:" my 'tﬁﬁtﬂ';&;'ﬁﬁd”"'%,ﬂﬁ, %L,%ﬁmfﬁgk:"': But a further admission escapes the writer in an-
And the Terror has been directed against revolutionary workers other place: : ; g
and peasants, and against the w nationalities, “ The army is a great moral personality, one wh.cg
You will ask me, comrades: “ Why have the workers and always finds it difficult to be satisfied with times of peace!
sanis tolerated this? Why have they not driven out the This signifies that, despite the bankrupicy of the old

enshevists long ago? In the first place, as you will have seen  thesis of: * 1i you want peace, prepare for war”, this principle
from my marrative, they have by no means tolerated it: peasant is to be adhered to.
insurreciions have been continual, and the Bolshevist tendency And the example thus set by France is being followed bz
has won ground constantly among the workers. In the second  he other countries, each seiting to work at strengthening i
place, the former merits of the Meushevists, and their “"P'-‘E armies on the pretext of also being obliged to secure its
of slander against Soviet Russia, were calculated to lead f so that we are experiencing a renewal of the old madness )
masses astray. T the masses with ferror of the  competitive armaments.

hey inspired
“ northern barbarians ”, and of the Red Army desi, by the g g z
Menshevisis as * bands of robbers”. And mow what happened But is it really a fact that France is maintaining m d

initiative i men in Mor 8000 in Constantinople, 35,000 in the

B B e e 3. 9340 n e Rhiacad, soily 'l e ows proecion?

vists lyingly declare), occupied Oeorgia? 1 am able {o judge of Aud is her own safety her sole i g&?dhl out swarms of
what fa {ronwlutlnyteu_uvznd‘hurdinbuugh. military missons to every part e :

robbers " proved (o be the bes: di Doubtless France requires the whole of
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slightest cg:xpunclion in stating, before the French chambcr of
deputies, that:
“ Cannon must go first, then civilization can follow ",

" Thus French civilization will blossom on the corpses of
the people of Morocco. The present government seizes every
available opportunity to send off special miss'ons, and doubtless
all these great personages are working in the interesis of
peace only. g

To keep 700,000 men under arms, aiter we.have just re-
corded a list of 1,700,000 dead and 1,500,000 crippled—this is
obvious madness,

But is it not an even greater maduess when we continue
o throw. further milliards out of the window for a mlitary ex-
pansion pol'cy of this description, in face of the gaping void in
our state treasury, and in face of a national debt which will
presently total 417 milliard francs?

The preliminary state budget for the year 1923 contaius
the following expend:lure for war purposes:

Ministry for War, recular expenditure . 3,078,472,197 fr.
Ministry for War, extraordinary expenditure 488,293,130 fr.
Colonial Ministry, regular expenditure 191,524,520 fr.
Colonial Ministry, extraordinary expendifure 5,048,300 fr,
Minisiry for War Pensions and War Grants  173,368,0C0 fr,

Naval Ministry, regular expenditure . 1,005,437,008 fr.
Naval Ministry, exiraordinary expenditure 22,800,000 fr.
Maintenance of Occupation Troops . 1,000,000 000 fr.

Total ., . 59065543,155 fr.

Our militar'sm is thus swallowing up almost 6 milliard
francs, Milifary expenditure formis approximately 5 milliards
out of a regular stat: budget of 23497807520 francs, Next to
the expenditure for inieres: on the nalional debt, the military
item is thus the heaviest of the budget. The actually useful
ministeries have much smaller credits placed at their d'sposal.
“The Ministry for Education thus receives only 1,586 928,075
{h'r:.:g: the Ministry for Commerce and Indusiry 24,739,140

; the Ministry for Labor 156,902,000 francs; the Ministry
for Agriculture 112,508,305 francs; the Ministry for Public
Works 1,533.020,266 francs; and the Ministry for Health, Soc'al
Insurance and Welfare, 401,321,000 francs.

Out of the 10 miiliards expended for the whole of the
Ministries and voderiakings 5, precisely one half, are devoted to
military purposes. To this end all other expenditure is put at a
constant disadvaniage, and the greatest financial efforts are
put forth,

In a country weakened by war, a country which has just
lost two millions of men, whose birth rate ‘s very low in pro-
:ug‘to its relatively high mortality, whose r power s

ufficient in quantity and retrogressive in quality, and whose
financial position is shaken, near'v 6 milliards of francs are
none the wess thrown info the abyss of war and 700000 men
kept constantly under arms. Given all these premises, [ow
are our governing circles and their acolyles going to make
the world believe that France is not militarist?

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The British Trade Union Congress
By J. T. Murphy,

When Mr. J. B. Williams, of the Musicians’ Union opened
mouth there were no optimists t expectin
th:hen ml kvoy’;n‘{n:iex Pr:d‘mhtlrifths
are usually a o the congress wou
o 1 oot cmy 'l
ournals to er 0
lash themselves info a frenzy about its backwardness.
mﬁdﬂumm the usual quota of in-
of thing if we were prepared to spend much
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creation of the General Council of the Trade Union Congress,
the “big” men take great care to avoid placing themselves in this
most responsible position. Leaders of big unions are not anxious

- {o lend the weight of their union to the General Council. To be

a member is one thing. To be a responsible leader with the
weight of important industrial organizations behind (hem when
they speak in the name of the General Council is another. The
one always gives the loophole of disagreement of the pariicular
union as a meaus of escape. The other gives the impression of
the lead of big forces, at least the union of which he is a leader.
So up to the present it has been the policy to choose as chair-
man, the leaders of those unions who cannot pull any weight;
Mr. Walker of the Agricultural Workers last year; Mr. J. B.
Williams of the Musicians this year. In neither case could the
chairman influence the union movement as a whole, So it is no
cause for surprise that the presidential address to the Congress
was a lamentable performance, without purpose or inspiration.
A few generalisations on the wickedness of war, a little recall .of
the past to console the Congress for the loss of union membership,
a screech against Mussolini, (Mr. Thomas must have told nim
to put that in) a suggestion of an awful threat to the Inter-
national Labor Orgamizations of the League of Natiors that,
because the government had fail:d to confirm the Washington
Convention, Sas a dignified protest against what we consider to
be a grave breach of faith”, the British Labor delegate should
withdraw, and it was all over. His ounly other job was to let
Mr, J. H. Thomas deminate the proceedings and to say sweet
words when favors were being handed out to the ladies, etc.

Then, Mr. Thomas handled the situation and the machine
worked well, He and his colleagues had learnt a few lessons from
last year's congress and from this year's Labour Party €on-
ference. At the last Congress the Communists made their
presence felt for the first time. Acting as an organized group
they succeeded by a s:rgs of questions and the pushing of the
issue of “more power to the General Council of the Congress”,
in making the greatest exposure of the leaders that any Congress
had seen. For twelve months the Party had conducted a cam-
paign for the reorgarvisation of the Council and its powers, and
it was up to the leaders of the big unions to avoid this beiug
done, We were witness to a parade of the leaders of the big
unions who were on the General Council having to meet the
oppositon of their co'leagues on the Executive Committees of
their unions. So Smillie of the Miners was opposed by Hodges,
Swales ct the Engineers was opposed by Brownlie of the
Enginesrs, Clynes opposed Thorn and so on. And ail the time
it was obvious that none of them wanted to see a change.

They were intent at Plymouth on not repeating this situa-
tion. Besides they had been 1o the Labour Party Conierence and
seen the group of Commuuists at work. It was decided to avoid
d'scussion at all cosis on all important questions and to side-
track, what could not be machined out of the way. How
effectively this policy was carried through is clear from the fact
that the total time faken {o discuss “The future of the General
Council”, “Unemployment”, “The Ruhr Crisis”, “lalian-Greek
Crisis”, amounted to one hour. Even when the Congress
turned fo discuss the Daily Herald the debate was confined to
“raising money”. No one was permiited o question ne elfect
of the policy of the paper on circulation; whilst when the “Back
1o the Unions” Campaign came under review, after Comrade
Wilkinson, represeating the Distributive Workers’ Union, had
declared that it was a failure because there had been ne real
lead given by the General Council, the Congress was permiited
without the slightest intervention of the chairman fo degeneraie
into a squabble, The whole purpose of the intended discussion
was lost. On the question of Unemployment, a hall half-filled
listened to a speech from an unempioyed workers’ representativ
and then a pious resoution was passed and the matter dispose
of. The principal character'stic of the Congress can therefore
be summed up in the words “evasion, parochialism and funk”.
The Trade Union leaders are conscious of the weakness of
the movement, but they are each struggling to save their jobs
and any discussion which might involve them in demands for
bold changes are to be avoided,

.. On the Rubr question, Comrade Pollitt led off by a severe
criticism of the General Council’s lack of activity on behalf of
the German workers. He said that the General Council had taken
no active !t;pn during the last year to secure the withdrawal of
British and French troops. He recalled the resolution of the South-
port Conference, g;dgmg the full support of the British trade
unionists to the German workers, and M. Fimmen’s as
alter the occupation that this inaction of British trade unionists

the international view to have failed. Com. Pollitt
that the German trade uniomists in the Ruhr wanied,
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sifuation as this, of what use was it fo talk of a General Strike
when they were confronted with the menace of war? The present
Government in Germany was the last Coalition Government
there would be there. Iis successor would be either Fascist or
Revolutionary, and when the crash came they would have to
decide whether they would support the one or the other. The

it necessity was whole heartedly to show the German frade
unionists that they were prepared to do whatever they were
asked to do to get the Freach out of the Ruhr.

Mr. Thomas at once replied and the discussion ended.
He informed the Congress that the first repudiation of
M. Fimmen came from the German trade un’onists themselves.
The Geaeral Council had taken the opinion of the German trade
unionists and received the answer, that if the British troops were
withdrawn their last hope wowd disappear. Everything possible
had been done to persuade the French working class that the
occupation of the Ruhr was against their inferests, Private
negol ations were taking place between the big French and
German capitalists, and in the end both the French and German
workers were going to suffer, For the General Council to call
a general strike would show that they were bereft of common
sense, They could not order the men out, but they could tell them
that uniil the questions of the Ruhr was scttled, there would
be no hope for the Brit:sh unemployed.

It was a relief to find that the Ruhr and the position in
Germany were not permitted to end entirely at this juncture.
But had it not been for Fimmen's speech as the dele¥ate of
the LEF.T.U. nothing more would have been done. ‘Then a
resolulion which committed robody to anything was passed but
there was no further discussion.

In movqu the resolution on the Ifalian and French
crisis, -Mr. J. H. Thomas M. P. said: “They were gravely
disturbed at the event: taking place in Europe. Remembering
the deplorable econcmic position at home, and all that the
natious had passed through in the last eight years, the loss, the
suffering and the misery, they were deeply distressed that the
war spirit still prevailed to-day. This war spirit, the feeling
of bittzrness and revenge, was not limited (o any one section.
The working class 'fself was demonstrating that it had no!
lost the war spirit. lIn the deplorable incident that had arisen
betweer ltaly and Greece, they saw all the factors that led
up to the last great war. Malian subjects had been cruell
murdered, No sane man would atiempt to justifiy murder, It
was wrong and deplorable; but what they proiested against was
that although it had not been proved who were the criminals,
and there had not yet been an investigation to f'x the respon-
sibility, innocent women and children who were not responsible
had teen equally cruelly murdered.

The first profest of the Congress was against setiling tae
dispute by those methods. What was to be said to the peope
who invariably lectured them atout keeping agreements? Trade
Union leaders desired to honour industral agreements; but il
agreemen's between employers and workpeople were sacred and

ould be kept—as the Cuugrcss believed they should be, what
was o be said of the people who put their hand fo an inter-
national agreement, and immediately it suited them, ignored
-and flouted it? Ttaly was a party to the Covenant of the League
of Nations, 1f there was one par.icular thing the League of
Nations.was ‘ntended (o secure, it was the protection of the
weak against the strong. Yet immediately Greece submitied
the present issue fo the League of Natious, Signor Mussolini
declared that Ifaly mwust be the sole {udge. The Congress
rotested against this policy. The delegates wanted fo see
rustice done o ltaly and proper reparation for the cruel murders
committed. Those responsible ought to be brought fo justice,
but they protesied aiamst this- ‘ncident bemﬁethe cause of
another war that might involve all Europe. y miust make
no misiake. 1 war broke out it could not be confined lo the
two natious primarily afiecled. Nor should they P‘E any atien-
tion o those who advised Briain to clear out of Eur The
war had proved, not only hat we could not clear out of Europe,
but {hat a'l the nations were interdependent. The delegates were
not pro-Greek nor anfti-ltalian, ueither pro-German nor anti-
French, but they were human beings, recogn’sing that all human
beings ought to be prolccied.”

Mr. ] R. Clynes, M.h‘l;.. who secontled, said: “that on

policy of adjusting national differences through the agency
of the League of Nations. The great lalian uatou ought not
to allow that signature {o be effaced by the act of any temporaiy
dictator who apparently considered Jlu he was not meraly at
the head of his couniry, but above the law ol the world, Thera
could never be peace so long as lawless acts of that kind were
permitted. No man, not even Signor Mussolini, had the right
to set Europe by the ears in th's manner and offer the absurd
pretence that sending his warships into Greek waters was not
an act of war. ar would last throughout eternity unless
nations agreed not to be themselves the arbiters ‘n these con-
flicts, but agreed to remit their adjustment aund decision fo
impartial and reasonable third parties. The League of Nations,
to which they must turn as the only pacif’c instrument for the
settlement of international couflicts, was now 1o be severely
tested. They would see whether those who constifuted the
League were sincere. Whaltever the blunder, and whatever the
bullying of Signor Mussolini, and whatever threats there might
be, it rested with the League of Natious to do its duiy. If the
Italian policy wus represented by the action of Signor Mussolini,
the League of Natious might have to go to the lengih of carrym
out a world isolation and a world boycott. 1i Italy disregar

or flouted the League, the League would be justified in calling
uroq the world, not ouly to indicate its disfavour of the action
of Signor Mussolini, but to go further and declare that lialy had
alienated the good opinion of the world and must stand
condemned as the first great offender against the new infer-
national law.

This s[:eech of Clynes was followed by Comrade Pollitt
who moved the deletion of the final sentence of the resolution,
urging the British Government to use its mediatory influence
and the utilisat'on of the machinery of the League of Nations
to prevent an infernational catastrophe. Com. Pollitt, said:
“that if the British Government had never encouraged Signor
Mussolini, he would never have dared fo fake acton against
Greece. The King and Queen paid a visit to Haly to do homage
fo a man whom they claimed as a del’'verer of ltalian democracy.
The King bestowed a high honour on Signor Mussolini, and it
was done because Signor Mussolini was to be used, not against
Greece, but against Russia. e was to be the tool of British
imperialism in an aftempt to crush Russia. 1t was hypocrisy
to ask the Government o stay Mussolini's hand after ringiuﬁ
him into the limelight. The Italian press accused the League o
Nations of being the tool of England and France to promoie
Anglo-French policy, and the League was the mosi hopeless
instirument for settling internat'onal conflicts at this moment.
Mr. Clynes had said it might be necessary (o boycott Laly. Of
course it might be; but they could mnot do that through the
League of Nations because when the whole world boycotted
Russia the League of Nations was silent. Let the Congress send
out the first part of the resolution as an npé)eal, not to the
governmenis of the world, but to the Italian and Greek working
class to refuse to take up the weapons of war. Let them ignore
the Governments and the League of Nations, wh'ch was not in
contact with the people, who alone could prevent war—the
working people—and send the message to the people themselves.

The ouly other outstanding feature of the Cougress was
Fimmen’s spech which has already been fully reported in the
Party press, :

The Congress closed having never atiempted to get to

rips with anything. Two and- a half million workers have
eft the unions during the last two years, The Congress
represented this year only 4,300,000 organized workers. Unless
some bold measures are initiated whch will inspire the return
of members, the decay of the next twelve months will be greater
still. This Congress had no inspiration and dare not even
acknowledge the fact to itself. ;

It represenied demoralisation. Having developed in a
period when it was possibe fo pursue a policy of adapiation fo
capital’'sm, it is bewildered when faced with the ‘S.roblem of
the epoch when adaptation to capitalism means ptation o
decadence, the process of dying.

Last year the small groua‘:! Communists drove the leaders
fo a fools parade. This year they have got them scared,
year it may be that large numbers will see that only the
munists met {o-day’s crisis with ‘

means life to the wor class movement. 1f the scenes outsid
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byﬁwho Arty‘.hudthc umbers of sympathel)

mat'a oval of the _
mmfmwum,,




A RO TS i

698 Infernational Press Carrespondence

No. 62

The Crisis in the French Trade Union
Movement
By Maurice Chambelland (Paris).

At its congress at Saint Etienne the C.G.T.U. resolved to
enter the Red International of Labor Unions, on the sole condition
that article 11 be struck out of the statutes adopted by the first
world congress of the R.IL.U. The second world congress of
the R.l.l.fl resolved to strike out the article in question, upon
which the C.Q.T.U. affiliation to the RLLU. was solemmly
announced by the French delegation. Despite this, heated debates
are still being carried on in the French trade unions on the
affiliation to the R.LL.U., and on the theory and practice of our
international organization. .

To uninitiated persons the crisis in the French trade union
movement does not appear in this light. The comrades who
recently called into existence the revolutionary trade union groups
(the Marie Guillot—Lartigue—Cazals elements) dezlare that they
only wish to raise a barrier against the penetration of the Com-
munist Party into the trade umions, but haye no thought of
Combatting. the RAL.U, fo which they profess allegiance.

All the same, the whole of the opponents of the R1.L.U,
make common cause with them. The “Commitiee for Trade
Union Defence” (French section of the International Working-
men's Association) has discreetly, but none the less actually,
placed the leadership of the whole opposition in their hands. The
anarchists wpmm them with the utmost emergy, and are chan-
ging their weekly paper into a daily in view ¢ the forthcoming
trade union congress at Limoges. # Resisters ” (the group
of Frossard, Lafont & Co,) have also given them demonstrative
ﬁ:ooh of their aetive sympathy, and are likewise about to convert

eir weekly paper info a dai { for the further strengthening of
the ition. At the moment when the crisis rea its height,
immediately before the conference held by the National Committee
of the C.Gi T.U., Frossard declared his firm conviction that * the
French labor movement would find a way of escaping from the
clutches of Moscow ”,

The aims of the forces coalesced in the opposition cannot
be more clearly described than by these actions. It is ooly
necessary to recollect the debates held by the National Committee,
and by the union conferences of the metal workers and rail-
waymen, to recognize that the French labor movement is shaken
at the present moment by a fresh offensive against Moscow.
“The frade union commissions? These were ordered
Moscow! ”—this is what was said in efiect by Brouichoux at the
session of the National Committee, And at the railwaymen’s con-
ference Besnard expressed himself even more clearly, simply
asserting that “the R.LL.U. is the mother of the trade union
commissions”. At fhe metal workers' conference one of the
secretaries of the revolutionary frade umion groups, Mauot‘
declared himself in agreemeni with the “purely syndicalist’
minority both in the question of the International and in that of
the trade union i

The present conflict of opinion within the French trade
uwnion movement merely esents one aspect of the struggle
between the two great tendencies brought into the international
labor movement by the Russian Revolution. It is simply a con-
tinuation of the struggle between the adherents and the adver-
saries of Moscow. : :

This is recognized very clearly by the French workers
tbemselves. We w«; all very mno's when “t.he Mi:,rigty Ol;“'l::
— Lartigue — Cazals group separated from the majority o
CG.T.U. leaders. At that fime we believed that the revolu-
homr* trade union groups would mightily strengthen the mino-

Saint Efienne. federations of state and municipa

rkers, and of pmt'omnnm followed the same path as
that trodden before them by Iding workers’ union. They
voted for the resolution against the trade union com-
here that the former R.I.L.U,

Furiher union congresses have been held since these. The
teachers’ umion, in which a certain role is played by Marie
Guillot, declared itself nevertheless in favor of Sémard's resolu-
tion. This was also the case with the porcelain workers, motor
drivers, and cabinet makers.

These different results prove that our fear of the streng-
thening of the minority of Sant Efienne throu h the change of
front of certain elements has been groundless, for it has on the
contrary been so weakened that one of the leaders of the mino-
rily among the railwaymen, Louis Bert, has had the experience
of even the majority of the local sections in the distriet of the
railway system Paris-Orleans, of which he is secretary, voting
directly against him. The miuority is thus caompelled to defend
its own positions, instead of L)reparing to pass to an attack on
the majority, as a minority should be able to do,

All this is an excellent omen for the General Trade Union
Congress of the C.G.T.U, which is to meet in Limoges on
November 15. At the same time it is a new striking proof of the
strength of the ties binding the French proletariat o the
Russian Revolution and the Red International of Labor Unions.

[ IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Workers Party at a Turning Point
By John Pepper (New York).

Our Party stands before a medification of its function.

Briefly stated, we can divide the history of our Communist
Party sinee its creation, into three periods.

The first period: the stage of collecting the Communist
jorces, beginning with the separation from the Socialist Party
until about the Bridgeman Convention of August, 1922.

The second period: the fight jor a standing in the labor
movement, frem the summer of 1922 to the Labor Parly Con-
vention in Chicago, July 3, 1923,

And we are now on {he threshold of the th'rd period:
the period in which we must begin to lead that part of the working
class which stands under our influence, into the political struggles
against the capitalists and capitalist government. This period
begins with {he organization of the Federated Farmer-Labor

Party,
The Period of Collecting the Communist Forces.

The first period, the collecting of the Communist forces,
was the ?eriod of constant factional fights over the question of
0

the best form of organization into which the Communist forces
should be gathered, The first ﬁreat question of organization was
whether fhere shall be a umiform party or a party built on

Language Federations. The secoud question of organization was
that of ihe relation between open and underground work of the
Communists. The third question of organization was whether
the underground is the omly possible form of existence for the
Communist party in America, or whether, depending upon con-
ditions, there shall be an underground or open form of organiza-
tion. That which all these problems had in common was that they
were all internal problems of the Party, and not problems of
‘the great, broad, labor movement; and ‘still less were they the
problems of general American politics. ’

It was the period of selection and collecting of Com-
munist elements in the United States. 1t is therefore self-evident
that the main question was who is a “good Communist”.

The Period of the Fight for A Standing in the
Labor Movement.

The second period, the period of ﬁsming for a standing
in the labor movement, shows an entirely different picture. The
main problem was, how shall {he Communists approach
masses, how shall the Workers' Party send as deep roots as

ible into the masses? In general, the tactic of the United
ront served 10 atfain this aim. Parficularly, the campaign for
amalgamation, the defense drive, the campaign for the defense of
the foreign born workers, the anti-Fascisti campaign and the fight
for the Labor Party were the various roads kadinﬁ‘ to the
various divisions of the masses. The whole life of the Party
changed fundamentally in this period which has covered the last
year. Our comrades were no longer occupied with questions
of the best form of Party organization, but with organizational
details of various labor anizations outside of our Parl&
It was no longer sufficient for our Party members simply
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during fhe last year. It is characteristic in the highest degree
that, as the maim pr was no longer the selection and col-
fection of Communist forces, but the gaining of influence by the
Communists in the labor movement, the most usual classification
of Party members was no longer who is a “ good Party member ",
but who is a * good trade unionist”.

A part of the Party comrades—and not the worst ones-—
ose who rendered the best service to the Party in collecting the
ommunist forces, did not immediately or altogether grasp the

change of function of the Party. They clung to the un erground
form of organization, as 1o a fetish, and considered it the surest
guarantee for barring out of the Communist Parly those who
were not 100 gf cent pure Communists. They opposed the
idea of the Labor Party, because they feared that this meant
sacrificing of the Communist Party, here was a tendency at
that time n our Parlg. which impatiently demanded the expulsion
of those comrades who could not understand and go along with
the change of function of the Party. But the Central Executive
Committee of our Parly, instead of expelling these comrades,
exercised patience and sought to convince, with the result that
ihe greater part of these comrades became {he best workers in
the trade unions and for the Labor Party idea.

The Period of Political Siruggles.

The organizing of the Federated Farmer-Labor-Parly
means for our Party the beginning of a new era. The Workers
Party is the only political group which has not betrayed the
formation of a Labor Party. At the July 3rd. Convention in
Chicago, the Workers Party was the political driving force which
hel to crystallize into an organization the mighty sentiment
of the rank and file.

In the first period of the history of our Party we collec-
{ed the Communist forces. In the second period, the Communists
acquired iniluence among the laboring masses. But this influ-
ence lays a very great responsibility upon us. The laboring
masses consider the Communists as their leaders, and they expect
us to show them the best ways and means of fighting against
the capitalists and the capitalist government. In the third period
of its history, which is now beginning, it is the duty of our
Party to lead into the political struggle the masses which are
under its influence. )

In the first period our Party was only occupied with
internal problems of organization. In the second period it was
mainly occupied with frade union problems. In the third period
it must occupy itself more than ever before, with general poli-
tical problems. In the first period the vision of the greatest part
of our members did not reach further thau the internal factional
fights of the Communist Party, In the second period the vision
OF our Party was enlarged, but with a great part of our com-
rades it went still no further than the internal struggles of the
labor movement. We must now broaden the vision of the Party.
We must perceive also the internal conflicts of the various classes
of capitalist society. We must undertake more than ever before,
the fight against thé government

It would of course be a mistake for anyone to believe
that the tasks of the first and second periods no longer hold
good, and are not important to the third period. It goes without
saying that we must still select and collect the Communist forces.
We still have not yet got the Communist mass part,, It is self-
evident that we must still conduct the greatest struggle in order
to influence the masses. We still have not the majority of the
American working class under Communist influence.

But now in the third period we have a richer and more
complicated task. We must take over, in addition to the tasks
of the first and second periods, also that of the third period,
uamely, the task of leading the masses into the political struggle.

This new task creates a much more difficult and compli-
cafed situation for our Party, and means a greater modification
of the function of the Party than the transition form the first
to the second period. It i3 almost self-evident that a part of
our Party comrades—and again not the worst part—cannot
immediately and elastically enough understand this modification
in the function of our Party. part of our most active, and
industrious comrades who have been rendering the best service
1o the Pariy in the fight for a standing in the labor movement,
and in the fight in &ge trade unions, do not understand to-day
the policies of the Party in the question of the Labor Party.
I A By B
even i r , yet in r practice, t wis|
that the Party would not be a political gxlurtyp, but*simply a left
wing of the trade unmion movement. This view was expr
in its mest concentrated fallacious form in the paper issued

the Williamsbu rﬁgbnnch of our New
on in this way: Workers

Such close adaptation of the Party to the trade unions as was
called for in the organ of the Williamsburg branch means the
sacrifice of the leadership role of the Communist Parly as a
Party. It is just as erroneous as the slogan which was launched
formerly in Russia by the right elements and later by the leftists
of the Communist Labor Party of Germany, that the Communist
Party shall assimilate itself with the Soviets. Of course, the
participation in the trade union movement is a life and death
question for our Parly, Of course we must compel every Party
member {o become a member of a trade union. Of course we
must support and enlar%: the Trade Union Educational League
tenfold. But it would a great mistake, and in the present
new period an obstacle {o the further development of our Party,
if we would devote ourselves exclusively o trade union problems,
and if we do not realize that a Communist Party must be not
merely the left wing of the trade union movement, but a political
party, concerned with all political and social questions. In_the
present period we must ask not only, who is a * good Com-
munist”, and who is a ““good trade unionist”, but also, who
is good at understanding American politics,

We should not use the tactics of persecution and expulsion
towards those comrades who do not comprehend quickly enough
that this modification in the function of the Party is necessary
and inevitable; but we must once more employ the means of
vatience and conviction. However, that which we cannot sacrifice
15 that every comrade, be he convinced or not, must carry out
the policy of the Party, and the instructions decided upon by
the Central Executive Committee. The comrades who are as
Let unconvinced should not forget the classical maxim expressed
y Zinoviey: Discipline begins where conviction ends.

THE COLONIES
A Leiter from the Duich East Indies

By P. Bergsma.

~ The policy pursued by the rulers of Java has been
distinguished of late {ears by increased reaction. The powerful
section of the Perserekat Kommunist di India (P.K.1.) in Ternate
has suffered severely under the governmental measures undertaken
against it. The best leaders have been in prison for over a year,
and are likely to be kept there for some years {o come,

It appears that all the leaders of the People's Party
(Sarakat Islam) are not radical, for the principal leader
Tjokroaminoto, as well as the intellectual August Salim, succeeded
in gi'etting a resolution passed at the last congress of the Cenfral
of the SI. to the effect that members of the SI. were not permitted
to be members of another political party at the same time. This
obli%ed the communists to withdraw from either the SI. or
the C.P, '

Shortly after this the communists held a congress together
with the sections of the S.I. in sympathy with them, and reached
a decision to break with the leaders o{ the Central of the S.1,
and to found a red S.I, Tjokroaminoto, who recognized that the
best elements of the S.I. went with the communists, made a sharp
attack on the communists. We were not at a loss for an answer,
and all the newspapers conducted by the communists fook a strong
stand against the policy of weakness pursued by Tiokroaminoto.

~The communist arimion was so successful that the
majority of the sections of the red S.I. went over to the Perserekat
Kommunist di India, so that the Communist Party gained thou-
sands of members.

The Communist Party has now 32 sections, including those
in Ternate, Borneo, Sumatra, and The number of
members will be about 50,000. Besides these, there are sections
of the S.I. working on the same lines as the communists. . The
communists have many new .E:" at their disposal for written
propaganda. The Central of the S.I, on the other hand, is so
deficient in its financial administration that at present it has
not a single newspaper at its disposal. It need not be said thal
under these ﬁrcu:x:dmt:hm ﬁ?: influence of the communists
increases rapidly, at overnment is employing every
possible means o prevent this influence from tpmdhgm

The method most popular with the government at present

t of communists. But as all
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the liveliest period of sugar fransport. About 10,000 strikers
were now ducﬁ:;ged. and those who declared themselves in favor
of the strike to answer for this before a court of justice.
The railwaymen were no longer permitied to visit the premises
of the union. Many leaders of the red S.1, were also imprisoned.
Even the women of the S.I. were threatened with imprisonment
il they did not cease their agitation.

When the sugar factories began {o work, about a month
after the outbreak of the strike, and transport increased rapidly,
there were ﬁgent difficulfies experienced in the regulation of the
railway ftraffic. The business people complained bitterly, and
the bourgeois papers, which previously would not hear of
conceding the strikers’ terms, now demanded an examination of
the working conditions obtaining unonci the railwaymen, and
the reinstatement of the strikers. Many of the best engine drivers
are among the sirikers, aud these have no intention of returning
1o work ou the old terms. They insist on the fuifilment of their
demands, and require as one point the release of those arrested.

 The severity of the struggle which the revolutionisls in the
Indies have now to conduct, by no means robs the communists
of their courage. Agitation is being carried on with as much
energy as before, and there is no sign of the government’s gaining
the upper hand over the communisis. Even bourgeois papers
are forced to admit that the government is having a hard time.

_ As England is now desirous of csiablishing a naval base
in Singapore, and the Dutch government is also !hiakiniil of
strengt ms its fleet in the Indies, the government, whose
deficit already amounts to the large sum of over a milliard
guilders, is getting into greater difficulties than ever. The great
undertakings, sing a large c;riul. are 'greparing to invest
their milhous in Indo-China and Malacca. Here the capitalists
may count more upon the support of the government in helping
them to find cheap labor power, which they can then exploit at
will. The represenfatives of this capital are attempting to fake
advantage of this situation in the National Council, and demand
that capital should not be so heavily burdened, and that it shoulkd
be permissible to employ coolies on confract,

The government is in a difficult position. On one side
there is capital, always ready for strong measures for the
suppression and exploitation of the people; and on the other side
the masses of workers and peasants rising in protest against the

Even the disagreement between the leaders of the S.I. and
the communists is of no vse to the government, for, as the reactio-
mary press admits, both parties are competing in a struggle
gn_:::‘t‘he constituted authorities, each striving to win the masses

Much can happen in the Indies during the present year,
Should the government not succeed in restoring order 10 the
utterly disorganized traific, it will have to make concessions to
the communists, and this uﬂﬂu that the government will have
o retreai for the first time before the power of the young move-

he people. Then our comrades will emerge strengthened

from the struggle, and will uot fail {o make the most advania-

| FASCISM

Fascism and Working Youth
By Ofte Unger,

ba
struggles of fhe youth refers 1o economic struggles.

only a small number being students and scholars. It is an
incontestable fact that these proportions are the same in ev
country in which Fascist organizations exist. And it is clear
that every communist, above all the young communists, must
devote serious attention o the causes of this phenomenon, and
1o the question of how it may best be countered.
History shows us that youth has played a leading, if not
a decisive part, in all important siruggles. The greater part
of the fighters who are ready to risk their lives for a cause
are youmg people. No one can think of the October Revolu-
tion, or of the seif-sacrificing struggles of the German and
Italian working class, without remembering the glorious part
played by the proletarian youth, by the Communist Youth Leagues.
And who is €0 simple-minded as o believe it possible to bring
the coming German proletarian revolution fo a victorious con-
clusion unless there are hundreds and thousands of young pro-
letarians ready to give their lives for it? At least no com.
munist believes this.
The bourgeoisie has long been aware of this. It already
ranks among their fruisms. And whenever they are making
preparations for any special raid, or when they feel their pro-
perly threatened, they first appeal to the best material to be used
as canmon fodder in their interesis. The internatignal bourgeoisie
has attained such excellent resulis for itself by these means, that
it does not hesitate to employ the same means against the
revolutionary working class. And it even permits itself the
bloody jest of winning over working youth for the purpose.
We do not speak here of the adherents which the bourgeoisie
has been able to gain among the declassed and uprooted elements
of the proletarian youth who simply sell themselves, are organized
in volunteer and other White Guard bands and used as tools
to crush the revolutionary working class. These are uot the
greatest danger to the working class. The greatest danger lies
n that political movement, known as Fascism, which originates
in the present phenomena of social decay, and which is now
in the act of laying hold of the proletarian youth as cannon
fodder~for the bourgeoisie. Everyone who knows that the
roletarian revolution cannot gain the victory without the pro-
tarian_youth, will ‘iull{ recognize the fact that, should the
bourgeoisie succeed in luring the proletarian youth info the
Fascist camp, it would thereby deal the deadliest blow to the
olelarian revolution, It is imperative that every worker should
fully alive 1o this fact, and that the communists should examine
thoroughly every sign of danger in this direction.
 The Bavarian Hitler newspaper, Der Volkische Beobachier,
Ftbhshcd on July 23, 1923, ap appeal issued by the Nationalist
ariy to the youth of Germany for the formation of a national
socialist movement. The aims ol this movement are formulated
approximately as follows: “To train the youth of Cermany,
without difference of caste or sex, in the art of defence, and
at the same time 1o the attainment of a morally exalted and
truly German character.” With regard to the organizafory side,
we are informed that the movement cousists of a girls’ group,
of a group for boys under 16 years of age, and of a group for
youths over lo.
; This last is to be called the Youth Defence Section,
is to be a military group, and will in actual fact form the
shock troops of the national socialists. Besides this, a Ramblers’
&Seic‘ti&; to‘be formed, in which all yz:théul members, without
of ¢ex or age, are .o ma unday rambles “in
real German style”. ’ ¥
A few days later the same periodcal published an article
S. A. Lenk on *“The Necessity for the National Socialist
outh Movement”. This arficle is infended to furnish a sort of
formulation of the pmﬁram, whose outline was but skeichily
iven in the appeal of July 23. With respect to the object of
movement, the arlicle contains the following:

“, . . We must make fresh converis and champions for
the high aims of National Socialism, if we do not stn the
< movement to remain without recruits . , "

The writer of the article then draws attention fo the

tasks incumbent on the movement. Conscious of the fact that

thing will have to be given {o the ao]cﬂri&n youth—and

the winning of the proletarian youth is the main object in view
w=if it is {0 be attached to the movement, he says:

“From this it will be seen that our youth movement
has (wo different fasks to fulfil. Tt must fight the battles
of youth, that is, it must be a profective organization. But
at&emmi;tuuitain&eyoumg%m;bm:ﬁ
coming mus an an ucation

No is said

s to whether this Mpiouhi&“ofnﬂg
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scarcely possible to understand anything else. But in order that
the capitalisis who have to finance the movement may not
alarm at fhis new militant youth organization, the writer of
the article continues in thke fol g sirain:

«, , . for this reason its leading {ask will be that
of an organization for the gomotlon of training and educa-
tion; its highest duty will be to develope the youth, without
difference of sex, to am acceptance of national socialism,
and to do this by educating it fo self-confidence. A certain
selt-reli’ancc. on a national basis, creales the prerequisite
eic, o

The education given is fo be simultaneously mental and
physical; it is also to be a social education, and is to be directed

against humanitarian sentimentality, We read:

“Youth must be phyaicallx steeled as well , ., . It
is we who will have to fight the battle for emancipation,
gn;i rm'rembcring this we must train our youth to self-
efence.”

The educational tendency will, of course, be anti-materialist:

“_ .. Every youthful member must work for ideals.
We have no intention of simply converting starving herds
into satiated ones. We must put limits to youth’s love of
pleasure, we must educate it to idealism ., . ”
Aud, finally, we reach the real attraction of the program,
the great thesis of class harmony:

“ o3t kihe Nationa{l Socialist Youth) will, however,
not educate them fo a socialism of hate, but fo a socialism
of love for their own working fellow-counirymen (here we
must of course undersiand Krupp, Stinnes, efc, SAs
In this. our working program, we are desirous of esfablishing
comradeship among our members; there must be no ap-
preatices and no scholars, no rich and no poor, there must
be comrades only . . .”

In short: everything for the Fatherland!—{hat is, translated
into the language of Marxism, everything for the ruling class,
for the bourgeoisie. The arficle closes:

“, . . Let us frain the working youth to be moral and
free human beings, ready to give their whole powers for their
Fatherland, and for the defence of its liberty.”

Taking this as a whole, and exiracting its real import
from the many words which conceal if, only one fact emerges:
The agents of capifal are siriving to win the prolefarian youth,
and to train it to aci as shock troops against the proletarian
revolution.

Among the communists there.is a rule which runs
somewhat like this: Never over-eslimate the enemies of your
class, but under-estimate them still less. We have no reason to
exaggerate the counter-revolutionary importance of the national
socialist youth movement. We must view it in its proper pro-
portions, but even then it is a real danger to the proletarian
revolution!—that is, it is a danger, unless we are able to work
among the broad masses of working and peasant youth in such

way that the siren calls and demagogic lies of National
ialism can make no imipression whatever,

The danger of Fascism lies in the fact that it utilizes the
crying need of the decaying middle class, and the increasing
misery of the workers, for the purpose of employing the resultant
discontent—by every demagogic mieans available—u the in

and peasant youth which has o suffer the most frightiul depriva-
fions at the present time, The working youth is wi em-
oyment, without support, or has fo work at sfarvation wa,
o this must be a the absence of help from class comrades,
uncomradely treatment encountered in the In

factories. |
trade unions the youth seldom has any rights, the reformist
trade unions for the most

rt doing nothing whatever to save
most exireme misery and want.
become embiticred

themselves

L)

{he gradations in rank, the promotions and dislinctions, and,
above all, the (p‘la ing at war, all these are things calculated to
fool the prole r{nn youth, reared as the latter is under the
influence of bourgeois education, and with the natural inclinafion
to activity imherent in youth left unsatisfied.

And the sons and daughters of the poor peasanis?

It happens that, among small peasants, the inheritance generall{

falls to one heir only. Were it to be divided among several,

no possibility of a livelhood to anyone. The

majority of the sons and daughfers of the Poor peasanis are

thus proletarianized and, socially, complete uprooted. The

likelihood of their being caught by the radical cries of the

Fascisti is even greafer than in the case of the youthiul pro-
letarians.

The probability therefore exisis that Fascism will conquer’
a sphere of influence among the working and peasant youths

Another factor also favors this probability, It is a well
kuown fact that the social democrats have hitherfo acted every-
where as the pace-makers for Fascism. They have not only
done this by their continual ireaciery with regard 1o the
interests of the working xouth. and by “the inadequate support
given the youth by the msterdam trade unions. These have
not been their only means of causing the working youth 1o
follow the pied piper of Fascism. No; they have crealed, in their
own youth movement, in the German “Working Youth” and
the “Young Socialist Movement”, an ideology differing but litile
irom that cited above. During Easter week {he Young Socialists
held a conference at which addresses were delivered on the
following subjects: The German and the German spirit.—Ger-
man nationality and German culture.—Nation and humanity,—
Nation and state, efc. Lack of space unfortunately renders
it impossible to quofe from these speeches. It must suffice if
we mention that the conceptions “German character”, “German
spirit”, “German nation”, were bandied about with an extra-
vagance equal fo that of the exiracis given above from Den
Volkische Beobachter, and with even more bombastic phrneolog&
For the Fatherland, for the nation—these were the cafchwo
of the conference. As we know perfectly well what this means
in a capitalist society, we car get an idea of the extent to which
the leaé” rs of the social democracy are poisoning the minds of
the working youth. It is clear that we do not assert {oo much
when we {are that the social democratic youth movement is
paving the way for the perversion of the youth by Fascism.

The recognition of this danser suffices to indicate the
way {o avert it. The obvious method of defence is for the C.Y.L
fo extend its influence among the broad masses of the working
and peasant youth, and to do this by proving, by pcruverin%
work in the iaterests of the working and peasant youth, th&
it alone is ready and able to lead the youthful worker into bat
in the frightful emergencies of the present situation. Perseveri
and skilful mass work, a struggle carried on daily on a
fronfs against the attacks made on the working and peasant youth,
the enlistment of the working and peasant youth in the defence

it would yield

units of the working class, and the continual slren{zuming ;

of our own organizations—these are the best methods ol defence
against all endeavours of Fascism {o enlist the services of the
working and peasant youth in a last atiempt to avert the colclamé
of capitalism. Let us work on these lines, and the approa

German revolution will demonstrate that the proletarian youth,
despife the efforts of Fascism and of those financing i, is
marching in the front ranks of the revolutionary pro efariat,

——

The New Spanish Fascism
By T. Maurin (Barcelona).

The military who have now succeeded {o
find their chief support among the capitalists of Catalonia,
&M are endeavourin t:::t u.m dictatorship

letarian organizafions thereby gain
ing wages ufd olonging working hours. There exists
tical life of in a continual antagonism beiween {h
proprietors, from whose ranks the ruli

power in S lll
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of Mussolini. The new rulers have dissulved Parliament, set
aside the civil government, placed the country under a condition
of martial law and establ'shed a censorship over the press. The
new government has before all issued a decree for the creation
of national * Somates”, whereby a counterpart of the Fascist
m'litia of Italy will be set up throughout the whole of Spain,
The new military directorate which has come info power
‘ as a result of the coup d'état, corresponds in some respects to the
{ Great Fascist Council of Mussolini. The program of the new
Dictatorship provides. before all, for the most vigorous prosecu-
“#  ftion of the war in Morocco. But this will in no wise serve to
avert the collapse of indusiry, nor the bankrupicy of the state.
For th's reason the military dictatorship cannot be of long dura-
fion. The continuation of the Moroccan war must embitter the
. ™ broad masses of the population aﬂgot the new rulers, and also
e ‘t the great landlords who are atta to the old political parties
& P and stand in opposition 1o the new system. The working class
! will, therefore, i} it sets to work properly, soon settle with iis
{ Fascist opponents. \
i

THE WHITE TERROR

' Another Onslaught upon
b the Communist Pariy of Bulgaria
i § " By EB. A, Buck

3L That which was fo be expected after the upheaval in

1 Bulgaria has now taken place: the Zankoff memt,ha_:
out the Communist Party. The whole of

‘g fionaries in Sofia are reported to have been arrested on the
12th of this month, removed to the barracks, and detained there
‘under a strong guard. The People’s House in Sofia is }
by soldiery. Like measures are reported 1o have been taken in
the provinces.

Unfortunately, we are still without details concerning this
| brutal act of violence on the part of the government, so that we
b are not informed as {o either the names or the number of those
arrested. But one thing is certain: the ‘E:emment of military
dictatorship has at last arrived at the decision to take up the
conflict with the Communist Party. For weeks the whole
bourgeois press, including the social democrats, has been carrying
on a savage agitation against the Communist Party of Bulgaria.
The government has been o l{ called upon to adopt the severest
measures against the Party, {o prevent the Party from being
represented in the new parliament. Now or never, shrieked the
whele press ﬁ:ck——now or never we have o setile with the Com-
munists! The right moment has come! “If this unity
s missed, it will be a grave mistake, one which we shall have to
pay for later with heavy sacrifices”; thus wrote the Mir, the
. Mmost reactionary organ in Bulgaria. And in these words it
. simply the most fervent desires of the whole Bul-

4y ganan reaction.

i The government “ justifies " its measures by the assertion
{ that the Communist Party, conjointly with the Peasants’ League,
' ember 17. It is
] t " of this insurrection.
class is sufficiently informed

had ned a general insurrection for
ﬁ %vbc:.a tion to supply the “ exact

in the matfer of

their leaders, are sireaming into our rural groups, and take up
the slogan of a workers’ and peasants’ government with the
greatest enthusiasm. A movement has been noticeable among
the peasantiry during the last two or three weeks, a movement
which has become markedly stronger since our Party made to
the members of the Social Democratic Party and the Peasants’
League the proposal of a united front. The €entral Committee
of the SociarDemocralic Party met our proposal with suspicion
and slander. Instead of declaring itself in favor of the united
front of the proletariat, this party ufilized the time in bargaining
with the bourgecisie for two more ministerial portfolios. The

‘members of the Social Democratic Party have spotted this little

game, and the honest elements among them rebel against the
sabotage of the united front by their leaders, who prefer alliance

. with reaction o alliance with the proletariat.

" The bourgeoisie could not look on calmly at the rallying of
the masses o the C.P. of Bulgaria, the less as the time approaches
for the re-election of parliament. The bourgeocisie is very well
aware that in the case of an election the Communist Party,
supported by the Peasants” League, would be certain of gaining
the majority in. parliament, for it could be seen at the last
election that three quariers of the total voters backed up the C.P.
and the Peasants’ League.

Such prospects as these alarmed the rulers of Bulgaria.

. The government is therefore anxious to settle with the C.P. of

Bulgaria at the present moment, so that it may have at ifs
disposal an obedient parliament; a parliament whose doors remain
closed fo three quarters of the people; a parliament of capitalists,
bankers, large landowners, and profiteers; or, what is exactly the
same thing, a parliament composed of the leaders of the bour-
geois parties. This is the final nail in the coffin of bourgeois
parliamentarism.

The government has set about its project with the same
brutality, and the same methods, as when it seized power. The

Communist Part’ is robbed of its leaders by the arrests. We

are on the eve of civil war in Bulgaria. The news received irom
Bulgaria during the last few weeks shows that the united front of
the C.P. with the masses of the peasaniry has been actually
realized. 1t is probable that negotiations have been carried on
fo this end with the leaders of the remnant of the Peasanis’
League. The few adherents of the social patriots are also
urging a united front with us against the reaction. We do not
doubt but that our Bulgarian brother party will be in a position
to repulse this latest onslought of the reaction, and to pass from
the defensive to the offensive.

The White Guardisi Atiempi on ihe
Life of Comrade Rappoport

Comrade Ra rt has given {o a represenfative of
Humanité, detailed wformation regarding the White Guardist
Murderer Katzenelson, who sought to murder Comrade Rappo-

ri but instead of which Severely wounded the latter’s daughier,

e murderer served in the war as an officer and then joined
the Wrangel army. After the disaster which overtook Wrangel,
Katzenelson betook himself to Paris. A year ago, Katzenelson
wu&ht_ou(Comnde Rappoport and requested him to intervene
to obtain his return to liuuu as he alleged that he had changed
his opinions and desired to help the revolution. Rappoporl, it
Appears, was' suspic'ous of Katzenelson and refused him his
request. 1t is extremely probable that Katzenelson wished to go
fo Russia in order there fo exercise ferrorist acts against the
leading communists, When he was unable fo realise this plan,

;):dug to the refusal of Comrade Rappoport, he was determined

be revenged on the latter.

’ In connection with this matter, Comrade Rappoport pointed
out that the Russian Monarchist Bands who tgre\nomly were to
l;,e found in Bavaria and Berlin have shifted their activity {o

aris.

Since the commencement of the revolutionary crisis in
Germany, many emigrants, ing terrified at the menace
of German Bolshevism, have ves to Paris. Amon
this gromil 10 be found the one which prepared the mem&
against Milyukov. At the time there is ?puring in Paris a
terrorist newspaper called the Ruskaya Gazeita. Among its
contributors is a one-time Bolshevik, Alexensky, who has now
gone over to the reaction and who writes for the Matin.

Katzenelson declared before the Paris Court of Iuvestiga-
tion that he wanted {o “ avenge Russia”.
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The Siaie of Emerg¢ency in Germany

By Wilhelm Bar(x (Berlin).

la the middle of August, the Social Democracy conducted
a violent campaign against Gessler becoming the Reichswehr
Minister of the glren Coalition, On this rogk. the’ Coalition
Government, then in the making, threatened 'to eﬁo to pieces.
The Social Democrats gave way. Gessler remain Reichswehr
Minister, but the campaign against him continyed. A few dlz
ago, the Berlin Socia ocratic District Conference adopt:
a resolution, in which it demanded, in the strongest terms,
the removal of Gessler. Two days later the whole public power
was handed over to the same Gessler, all constitutional safeguards
were suspended, and this—the most significant aspect of (h:
matter—with the consent of the Social Democratic leaders an
of the Social Democratic Party Executive. g

This is characteristic of the present position in Ocrmnqyi

These measures were necessary, so the Vorwarts, the Socia
Democratic central organ, maintains, in order l‘t‘) prev,e’nl th:
Republic from being overthrown by a monarchist * right” putc
on the occasion of the liquidation of the Ruhr conilict. T[llu
danger appears, as a matfer of fact, to have been momentarily

H i and his armed bands has
s ef.f..!h:. o v.e.m.?;t.agfuxrljmﬁ';uer will noY for the present,

march on Berlin. Nor is it in fact necessary that Bavaria come
to Bc:rlia; Bavaria is being set u{: in Berlin itself. For there is
no doubt that a dvelopment to the right is now proceeding in
double quick time, and with the inevitability of a natural force.
The positions held the workers up fo present are most
seriously menaced. Vorwirts openly admits this. In its
morning edition of September 28 it states: L o
“ As to the relation of the Reich fo the individual
states, it is in the nature of things that, just as in the
case of individual citizens, so must the individual states
also submit to temporary curfailments of their full powers.
We are confident tg:l. everywhere where the State govern-
ments stand under Social Democratic inlluuu, this necessity
will be acknowledged without more ado. STy
The “right” organizations, of course, will not n 0
impose such mtmﬁ‘h' au‘ upon themselves, igualmt
the *“right” organizations, such as were siill in evidence here
and there, will now st mkw:hkdmmq will
vather bring grist to mill, their best friends have
the whole power in their hands. If Social Democrats were, here

. appointed as so-called Civil Commissaries, which
:nngdﬁﬁl‘my, g’l‘; happened o a vern limited extent, this has
not taken place in order to secure the rights of the workers,
but in order to have Social Democratic assistants%n the ligui-
dation of these rights, When the work is advanced to a cerlain
stage, then these also will receive their dismissal.

We have already witnessed something of the kind in
Bavaria, where the Socryal Democracy has smoothed the way for
the counter-revolution. The same thing would now repeat itself
on a national scale. Provided, of course, if the "developmmt
should consummate itself in the sense of the * right”, and along,
the road cleared by the Social Democracy. J)posed to this
however, stand obstacles, both of an external an of an interna

litical nature. The Government's position in relat'on to the
Blenle is certainly not strengthened by the surfender of all power ]
to the Generals of Wilhelm 1. Poincaré will, in laying down
the conditions, which, apart from this were already hard enough,
have no hesitation in weakening an adversary from whom he
must fear revenge. Hard capitulation conditions, however,
coupled with the renewal of the Reparations payments, imply Wl
an aggravation of the financial crisis, imply an increased expro-
priation of the middle class, imply more grinding poverly for the
working masses, et

To be sure, this aggravation of the internal conditions ma
temporarily increase tl‘lleg ascendancy of the “right”, whic‘
regards bayonets and machine guns as the most effective means
of healing the wounds. But it must not be forgotten that Ger.
many has a proletariat of fifteen millions, which plays an im-
portant role both numericall‘ and as the upholder of uction
and the transport system, that it can be held down for only a

short time by the methods which are employed in Bavaria,
in Italy, in Spain or in Hungary.

Such is the state of affairs in Germany to-day. The black
tches on the map of Europe show a further increase. But that
the surest way to hammer the German prolefariat info a solid

block, upon which all the waves of reaction will ultimately break.

In another place, we bring as a historical document the

Communist Party of Germany, in which fhe P 2
%"ﬁ”ﬁ“ as it m‘“’lt the moment, and makes pﬂ
its attitude in regard to it. ;
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